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My parents are always saying the world doesn i 
revolve around me, but sometimes X wonder if it 
actually DOES. 


Ylhen X was a little kid, X saw this movie about 
a man whose whole Iif e is secretly be.ng filled 
lor a TV show, This guy is famous all over the 

world, arid he doesht KNOW it. 


VieII, ever since X saw that movie, X ve kind of 
figured the same thing is probably happening ti"1E. 



MOPE YOU CREEPS 
ARE ENJOYING 
YOURSELVES/ 




























At first X was ahhoyed my life was beihg 
broadcast without my permission, But then X 
realised that if millions of people are tuning in 
every day to see what In uj) to, thats actually 

kind of COOL. 



Sometimes X worry that my 
to be its own television show, 
something entertaihih<j every 
the people watchihg at home 


life is too BORING 
So X try to do 
how and theh to ^iVe 
a ^ood c huckle. 
































Xke otker tkt\g X do is schd ny aodiehce little 
slahals to let tken khow X n ih oh tke secret. 


/v/UO ATE THe\ 
h_AST CUPCAKE?) 

\ 



1 

— ! 


— 


XI my life s a TV show, +heh there s gotta be 
commercial breaks. X figure they must ruh the ads 
when X*m In the bathroom, so X always make a 
big entrance after X finish u^? mere. 


I'M BAAAACCCCKKK! 





































Bui Some"hmeS X wohder how muc h of my life is 

Real a^d how much of;+1s rigged* Because 

iha+ ha^eh +o me are So 
ridiculous, X wohder if someohe ELSE is pullih^ 
+he s+rih.gs. 





If i+s all fake, +he LEAST +he yeo^le ih 

o is cjive me some 
+o work wi+h. 


joider story l.hes 


ihar^e cah d 


/WOW ABOUT "GREG GETS A GIRLFRIEND"? 0R\ 
"GREG GETS A MOTORCYCLE'? OR "GREG 
\gETS A GIRLFRIEND AND A MOTORCYCLE'?/ 




























E-Very ohce ih a while X wohder if ihe people ih 
my life are who they SEEM io be, or if iheyVe 


really Jusi ACTORS. 


Xf +heyVe ac+ors, X ho^e the kid who's playihg 
my friehd Rowley ge+S ah award, because he's 
doih^ a ^rea+ job pre+ehdih<j io be a doof us. 



Ahd if my brother Rod rick is actually juS - ^ Some 
^uy ^e++ihg PAID +o ac+ like a jerk, +heh +ha+ 

makes me see h«^ *h a whole hew li<jh"l'* 


Who khows? Maybe he's a hice ^uy ih real life, ahd 
ohe day we II be ^ood f riehds* 

























Bed i( ry PARENTS are actors, +heh +ha+s 



Ive made a lol of Movers ahd Fathers Pay 
cards over +he years. Xf +F's is all a sham, iheh 

id -for ny dir^e ahd e-f-fort. 

























A^d Speakih^ of <je++ihg paid, I II be+ my REAL 
pareh+s are se+ for Irfe, thanks -io me. 





But X m doihg every+hih^ X cah +o make sure 
X cah cask ih la+er. Oh most TV shows, +he 
maih character has a ca+chphra$e "that -they Say 
a+ leas+ ohce per episode. So Xve come up wi+h 
a ca+chphrase of my OWN, ahd X drop 1+ »h+o 
cohversa+ioh every ohce ih a while. 


WELL, BITE 
MY BISCUIT^ 























Later oh 1 n gohha slap my catchphraSe oh every 
piece of merchandise X can think of and wait for 
the money to start rolling in. 



XU guarantee THIS, though* Xh not gonna end 
up as one of those wa shed-up ce lefcrities who sells 
pictures at au 
cheap buck. 


tograph conventions juSt to make a 






















Ue ohe thing X ve learned about television is that 
sooner or later, every show gets canceled* But in 
the last season they usually introduce a new pet or 
a cute kid to bump up the ratings. 


So when my little brother, Manny, was bom, X 
-figured they were try.ng to replace me as the star 
of the show With a -fresh new /ace. 



Xhe thing X couldnt /igure out was how a 
newborn baby could be an ACTOR, X thought 
maybe Manny was a puppet beihg controlled by an 
adult who was hidden fro m view. 

































X never found any evidence that this was true, 
but that didnt sto^> Me fro™ checking every once 
ih a while Just to r^ake Sure. 



As Mahhy got older j it was pretty dear he was 
getting around on h*s own. So theh X wondered 
if he was actually a super-high-tech windup toy or 
even sone kind of ROBOT. 



Then X thought naybe EVERYBODY «r 0 .hd 

me was a robot and X was the only actual humah 
being ih the famly. Robots need electricity for 
power, So that would explain why we haVe two or 
three outlets in every room of the house. 






















Xt would ALSO explaih sone of the thihgS my 
reh+s say when they th*rX X m hot listehihg. 




MAYBE WE SHOULD GO /WAY 
FOR THE WEEKEND AND 
RECHARGE OUR BATTERIES.. 


XI robots use batteries, it expla.hs why we have 
so mahy of then ih the plastic bih ih the lauhdr 
roon. X'n hot exactly Sure where the batteries 
GO, but X do have a lew guesses* 




































X 'figured the ohly to fihd out if my -family 
members were robots was to see if X could ^et 
ohe of them to short-circuit, B>ut ei ther Pad s a 
waterproof model or he s just a regular humah with 
ho sehse of humor. 



THAT ihcideht ^ot me grouhded for a week, Xhe 
people watchih^ my show probably had a tjood 
lau^h/ but Xm sure the ratihgs were ih the toilet 
for a while after that. 



















































X gueSS there $ a chance that In Just ah 
ordinary kid living a normal life, and X m NOT 
the star of Some TV show. But there could still 
be SOMEONE out there watching. 


Vfith all the planets in the universe, there's 
GOTTA be intelligent life out there. Some people 
say that if aliens were real, UFOs would be 
zipping arouhd our skies all the tine. But X figure 
aliens are SMART, and theyVe Just keepihg a low 
profile until the tine is right to invade. 


XheyVe probably spying on us at this Very 
Second, gathering information about the way we 


live our lives. 




















My tet is that houseflies are actually little droheS 
that the aliens use to team images tack to their 
ships. Because if you Ve ever seen a picture of a 
fly up close, its pretty obvious their 'eyes'' are 
actually high-tech cameras. 



ii iii i 1 ii i 


'The only thing X dont understand is that aliens 
seem to be really -fascinated with dog poop. But X 
guess theyve got their rt<^soY\s for that. 

W 























Z 






















































































X ve fried fo explain ny fheories fo my ^arenfs 
and ofher grown-u^s, but tfs preffy clear nobody 
wanfs +o hear w haf Some kid has fo say. So every 
chance X ^ef, X make sort fhe aliens know In 
on fheir side. 




I hoye X ^oi if righf abouf fhe Aes, fhot/gh* 
Because rf fhe drohes are acfuaIlyMOSQUITOES, 
we can probably exj>ecf an alien invasion any 
second now. 








































Ihe thing is, I ve ALWAYS felt like soneones 
out there keepihg +al?s oh my life. 


After ny grandmother passed away, Mon told 
me Id be safe because Mana was watching over me 
from heaven. I think thats great ahd all^ but 
I ve got a lot of issues with the way it works. 



I m fine with Maha watching over me wheft I n 
riding a skateboard or doing something where I 
could use a little extra protection. Bui there are 
other tines when you just need sone privacy. 























VJhat worries me is wheh Mah<* was alive ^ 

Sometimes I could te pretty otmoxioos. So if X 
was her, X wouldh t redly CARE if somethih^ 
hatched to me. 






































X/ t^aha looks the other way wheh X m eroSSihg 
the street or somethih^ like that, X caht say X 


blame h 


er. 



X actually /eel kind o/BAD */ hlaha has to 
kee^> ah eye oh me twehty-/our hours a day* She 
worked hard all her li/e as a waitress, so she 
earhed the nght to RELAX. 



/ 


H3MM / 


















































hope she S Si 
in heaven reading her romance novels, and not 

o.ng 


KjC <*V/**r\ / ^;^k+ 





-King in a bubble ba^h up ihere 


X II ’tell you THIS* X/ X get ih+o heaven x X m 

gonna Spend all my -time Swimming ih a giahi pool 
/illed wi+h jelly beans or doing loop-+he-loop$ 
around *the clouds* 

























'There's ho chahce X m cjohha get Stock watch ihg 
over some 3rest grahdkid X hardly eveh khew. 



XW ohly thihg th<*+ will make it -fun is i-f X have 
the yower to puhish ry descehdahts wheheVer they 
do Somethin g dhhoy i^ . _ 

















































Recently, Mom told me its hot just NANA who < 
wa+chihg over its ALL my relatives whoVe 
passed away. 


X kind of wish she hadnt -fold me +k<»+, because 
how when X copy off of Alex Aruda's paper 

a lot more gui 

about it* 



during a spelling test, X 'feel 




X want to know how many generations this 
thing goes BACK. X m fine with a ft w hundred 
years or so, but if its my whole “family tree 
all the way to the begihhihg, thats a totally 
different story. _ 








X mean, i-f X Ve got relatives -from caveman times 
watching over me, those guys are probably gonna be 
pretty confused by what X cto oh an average <Uy. 



To be honest, X m not comfortable with dll these 
people looking over my shoulder. X/ my relatives 
are really watching me every time X ste^ out 0/ 
the shower or taste my earwa>c, it s gonna be 
pretty awkward when we reunite later on. 



♦ <£b . 

* 


HEYYYY, 
GUYS? 






















Thursday 

VJe have the took fair at school this week, and 

dollars +o spend. 

I THOUGWT I was allowed to pick whatever I 
wanted, but it turns out Mon expected me to spend 
the nohey on BOOKS. 


this morning Mom gave me twenty 



When you get the chance to own a giant pencil 
with googly eyes, though, its kihd of hard to 
pass up. 


Besides the pencil, I got a poster with a cat 
saying something sarcastic, an eraser shaped like a 
panda , a calculator that glows in the dark, a pen 
that writes underwater, and another giant pencil 
with googly eyes, ju$t in case the first one gets 
lost or stolen. 












X thought there was a chance Mon mi ght hot 
be hap^>y with the way X s^ehi her money, so 
X made Sure to also buy a yo-yo with a good 


But Mon wasn't impressed* She says X have to 
go back tomorrow ahd trade ih all the stuff X 
Ifcfltoifit -far books. _ 


Mon says the brain is like a muscle, and if you 
doh t exercise it by reading and doing creative 
stuff, iiill get weak and mushy* 

She says video games ahd TV are making my brain 
■flabby, and if something doesnt change Xm 
basically gonna be a mindless zombie for the rest 
of my life. 


Mom Said if X turned off the television and put 
dowh my gane controller 
talent X never knew X had. 


X night discover 


Thats a nice idea an d all, but X feel like every 
tine Mon s tried to get ne to step out of ny 
comfort zone, Xve fallen flat on ny face, 

Xn the third grade we had a Poetry unit in Schoo 
and when X showed her what X was working on, 
Mon was pretty impressed. She sent one of ny 
poens off to the hiatiohal Poetry Council to see if 
THEY thought it was any good. 


Two weeks later, we got a letter back in the mail* 


NATIONAL POETRY COUNCIL 


Dear Gregory Heffley, 

Congratulations! Your poem, “My Silly Summer,” 
has been chosen to appear in the prestigious Poetry 
Anthology, an annual collection of the nation’s best 
work by the most promising poets. 





Mo™ was REALLY excited about the hews, and 
X ad™<+ X was, +oo, X kind o{ got into the 
idea of being a ^oet, and even started to dress 
dJ-ferently at school. 



But i+ turns out the whole Poetry An+holoqy 1 




ttang was a big JOKE. Erst o-f all, the book 
was about a thousand ^>ages lohg, and all the 
f>oe™$ were in really tiny ^rint, X+ took ™e a hal-f 
hour to And ™y ^>oe™ in there, and they swelled 
™y na™e wrong, anyway. 










I read a -few of the other poems, and they were 
AWFUL. Most of them seemed like they were 
written by fivz-yzar-o Ids. 

My Turtle Fred 

by Maya Peebles 


My turtle Fred 
Me is not dead 
He sleeps in his shell 
And when he does die 
I guess he will smell 


1+ was yre++y obvious +ha+ ANYONE could have 
-their poem included in -this b ook, and the w hole 
nation s best work thing was just a bunch of 
baloney* X guess the way the National Poetry 
Council makes money is by selling the book to all 
the suckers who got PUBLISHED ih it. 


VJhat X know for Sure is, the Poetry Council made 
a LOT of money off of us* Mom bought ten copies 
to hand out to relatives, and the books were 
eighty bucks d yoy. _ 


Plus, she bought a few extra copies foME, ih case 
X wanted to ^ive then to ny kids ohe day. 

The Hatiohai Poetry Council kept sending us 
letters and caltiHg, asking us to buy nore books, 
and X think after a while ho™ finally realized it 
was all ju$t a giant Scan. 


My copies of the Poetry Ahtholo 
laundry root *v, but at least they re 
good use. 


gy are ih th< 
being put +o 



Ohce Mon got it »h her head that X was 
SPECIAL, she wooldh t let it go. She eveh tried 
to get ne ihto the Talented and Gifted prog ran 
at school. 
















Xn ny elementary school, all the really Smart kids 
were in the Talented and Gi/ted program. 


But X guess the teachers didnt want us regular 
kids to -feel tad atout ourselves, so when they 
called the Talented and Gi/ted group out 0/ class 
/or their meetings, they used a code name. 




Mr, H<*l^er was our janitor, and /or a long tine 
I thought the kids in hr* Salyers Helpers were 
just volunteers who wanted to give him a hand 
emptying the trash and stu// like that. 













Xhen X finally realized +bia+ Mr* Helper $ Helpers 
were a II +he brainiesi kids in our grade. 



Mon +hough+ X belonged in Xaleh+ed and Grf+ed> 
So she +ried +o tohVihce +he school +o le+ me ih. 
By+ I had +o take a TEST +o orove I was 
5mar+ ehooah. 

X doh + remember ever^+hih^ oh -the -tes+, bo+ X 
do remember ohe of the aoes+iohs. 

Fill in the blank: 

Johnny is the best at math. 

Johnny is the best at swimming. 
Johnny is the best at reading. 

Johnny is_. 
























Looking tack, X gi/ess X was supposed to write 
dowh sometkihg else Jokhhy was tke test at* 

But X really didh t like tkis Jokhhy ckaracter, so 
I wrote sometkihg different. 

Johnny is a show-off 


£veh tkou(jk X totally flocked tke test, Mom 
was mad at tke stkool because ske tkougkt X was 
smart enougk to be ih Talented and Gifted- But 
belieVe me, tkose kids are oh a wkole different level. 


Xm actually kihd of grateful X didht make 
tke cut, because »n middle sckool , kids like Al ex 
Aruda kave to stay ihside during recess to do tke 
teackers* tax returns. 
















X <juess felt pretty tad X didh t get into 
Talented and Giftedj but a few weeks later she 
told me Some good hews. She said X got picked by 
the school to be ih a special club called the ' Champs 
that had secret meetings twice a week. 


Vlell, X was really excited about this Champs thing 
and was hervous wheh X weht to my first secret 
meeting, But it turns out the Champs were just 
kids like ne who had -trouble orohouhcih<j their K s, 
and we had to work with Mrs. Pressey oh Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in the library +o try to improve. 

(JR-R-RRfO 

- J _ 

' f wwwwabbitA 

X 



m sz 


X doht know who came up With the Champs 
ha me, but let r*t tell you, we thought it was 

AWESOME. 












PufiVig recessj if the Charts were comih^ 
through, all the other k«ds got out of the wa 



XIne only kids who didn’t like us were the Language 

met oh rAahjdys 
ahd VJedhesdays -to work oh -their S Sounds. But 
X th'hk the Language Lizards were just jealous of 
us because they had such a lousy name. 


Lizardsj w tvch was the grouo that 





























































Me ahd the other Charts were ti^ght, ahd X 
really looked forward to those Tuesday ahd 



turhih<j into a free-for-all. 



E>ot Mors <jot frustrated that X wasrft rsakih^ 
ary progress with ry Rs, so she hired a private 
tutor to work with r>e after school- Ahd afTer" a 
few noh+ns, X could say my tss wl+r> ho problem. 



RAT 
ROCK 
RESTROOM 
RAINBOW 
RATTLE 





















Uhforiuhaiely, ikai meahi X didhi need io be ih 
ike CUmps aty™ore, For a -few weeks X actually 
FAKED like X couldh i say ny Rs Just so X could 
stay ih tke club, But ohe day X let ny guard 
dowh and slipped up. 



Fro™ ikai day oh X was ah outcast. £Lveh ike 
Lahguage Lizards didhi wahi ahyik*hg to do 
wiik ™e. 






























X guess EVERY parent thinks their kid is 
s^eciaIj, even when they re not. But X think its 
starting to get a little out of control. 


Manny played soccer -this spring, and his +ean 
STUNK. They never got a single goal, and the 
other teams scored at least ten times a game. X+ 

ker Rem 

the whole time stuffing grass in his telly tutton. 



didnt help that their goalie, Tuc 



A+ the end of the season, they had a trophy 
ceremony. X thought on! 


7 i-/ 

the kids on the 


y. j, tnougnt only 
WINNING team would get trophies, which is how 
it work^ tack when X flayed Soccer. But X guess 
some parents were worried the k.ds on the los.ng 
teams might feel tad a tout themselves, So this 
year EVERYONE got a trophy*_ 










"They were GOOD trophies, too. "(hey were 
<ji<jahtic and made of metal, hoi chea^ plastic 
like the ohes hahded out when X was little. Ahd 
ho k,A was more j>roud to 
Xucker Remy. 


get hiis trophy in Ah 



X wohder if these kids will be messed up later oh in 
life# though* BecaoSe X khow ihoSe Soccer trophies 
are having Ah effect ohME, £.very so often XU 
thihk about entering a contest at school, but wheh 
X see the siz.e of the trophies, X lose interest. 



SIGN UP 
FOR THE 


GEOGRAPHY BEE 

































Friday 

'Today X returned most of the stuff X bou 3 h+ 
from the took fair, tut when Mom saw what X 
got to replace It, she wasnt all that thrilled. 



X traded for a hunch of those Splnetlcklers hooks 
everyone at school Is so crazy about. 


Mom said she wanted me to get books that were 
more challenging, hut X dldnt really have much 
of a choice. Since the book fair Is a few weeks 
before b)alloweeh, this is the kind of stuff 
they re selling. _ 








X A say abocH* ^ 0 % of ~hhe books a+ "the lair were 
fron ihe Spine+icklers series. There were a buhch 
of S^iVte^ickiers riy-o’fYsj ioo. X doh+ know if 

i+S legal io do +ha + kind of *mihg/ bo+ something 
aboui i+ doesn't seen r*gh+. 































































































Xt feels like these Scary hooks just cane out 
of NOWHERE* Xhe l^st senes that was really 

was the Underpants Bandits 

Xn fact, X Saw a u walking down the hall with 
an Underpants Bandits book earlier this week, 

grader 


gave hin an atonic wedgie* 


ind an eighth 





Xn not usually a big fan of scary storiesj because 
when X read then X end up having nigh+nares* 

But Rowleys even nore of a chicken than X an, 
because all the books ME picked out were fron the 
SpinetickUrs JUNIOR series, which are Supposed 
to be for kindergartners. 







At least XA brave enough for theREAL stuff* 
One of the books I bought Is about this guy who 
gets -froteri and then wakes u^> >n the -future. 


WAKE ME IIP IN 
the YEAR 3000 


X+K ought It was just a bunch of science fiction, 
but Albert Sandy said he heard about this rich 
guy who s doing it for REAL, _ 










































Albert Said he Saw this hews report about ah 
old billiohaire who$ really Sick, ahd he ^aid a toh 
of mohey to freeze himself, Xheh, ih a hundred 
years, hes gohha get UNfrozeh. \\ts bettihg 
that by theh they II khow how to cure every 
disease ahd he can go oh Lvihg forever. 



"This freezihg thihg souhds like a great ylah to 
ME. Ahd if X strike it rich ohe day, X m gohha 
do the EXACT same thihg. 


But X rn hot gohha wait till X rn old like that 
billioha<re. 














Ik way X see it, if you freeze yourself wKeh you re 
too old, then wheh they unfreeze you ir\ the future t 
you re ^ohha be too ^rum^y to h*Ve ahy fuh. 


So if t wih the lottery or somethin^ im the next 
few years, X m gohha uSe the mohey to buy myself 
a ohe-way ticket to the future. 



OK, LETS DO 
THIS THING' 















































X r*y not telling anyone about my plan* though. 
Xheres this jerk at our school named PWllip 
Crivello, and his pArents Are rich. 


So if he gets the SAme idea as me, X could still be 
deAling with him a hundred years from how. 



But X m not sure if a hundred 
+o go. 


years is far though 


By then Xm Sure III have a bunch of great 
nieces And nephews who need babysitting, And X m 
hot spending aII that money just so X can chAnge 
a bunch of diriy dopers in the future* 






















Oh $+A 

THOUSAND years, because by +^eh +tahgs Will be 
REALLY ih-teres-Hhg* 



yihg froztt\ a lo+ lohger, like a 


X^ ho '\ willihg go ahy /ur+her i-hah +ha+, 
+houghj because who KNOWS how much human 
beings will hAVe evolved by then. 
































































































Xf X DON'T win ihe Icrhtery in ihe hex+ -few 
years, X guess Xm gonna have +o -find a cheaper 
o^+ion. Alter-h Sandy said -fhai ^>eo^le who ca ni 
a f-ford +o ge+ +heir whole body -frozen can jus+ 
-freeze +heir BRAINS. 


X n» kind o-f nervous hahding my brain o-f-f +o some 
^eo^>le X don + even know, -though* Xm guessing 
they re not paying their employees a lot o-f money 
+o basically wait around and do nothing, so X m 
kind of concerned about the quality of Kel-p they 
have working at these freezing places. 










































After your brain gets unfrozen, X guess they II 
put it ih a robot body, which probably -takes a lo 
of aettinq used to. 


lot 



But rf X cah scrape together ehough money, 
X r» gonna f reeze my WHOLE body and do 
it RIGHT. Because whenever you go with the 
cheaper option, you end up regretting it. 











































Saturd< 




~There are only a -ft w weeks to go until Halloween, 
ahd my -family spent the morning putting up our 
decorations in *f rant o-f the house. 


VJe used io keep it really task and hung Some 
cobwebs, a f-ew jack-o-lanterns, and a plastic 
slider or iwo. But then our neighbors started 
going all out on Halloween, and Suddenly our 
decora+ions looked pretty skimpy. 



So last year Mom handed Kodrlck korty bucks and 
told h im to go out and pick up Some more Stu// 
/ or the -fron t porch-_ 











































tW Rodncfc fclew ii all oh iWs really awFul elec+rohic 
pl<*5+ic Wi+cK. 



1W way ii works i \$ } if you clap or make a lou(J 
hoise, +he wrfch le+s out 't'KiS bloocJcurcJlihtj cackle 
fKa+ ^oes oh FOREVER. Ttah rt shakes ahd i+S 

eyes 
























B>u+ whoever crea+ed +ha+ +hihg $e+ +he Volune 
+oo hlgh> ahd +here$ ho way +o tom i+ down. You 
have +o wai+ for +he wi+ch +o go +hrough i+s 
whole rou+ihe, which is like +wo niho+es lohg. 


Vie huhg it ou+ over +he froni porch !as+ year,, 
bu+ li++le kids were +oo scared o-f +he +hihg, 
ahd +he ohly +r. t k- or-+re a+ers we had were +he 
+eehagers who cane by af+er 10 p.n. 



"The day a-f+er H<*ILweeh, Pad pu+ +he wi+ch oh 
a shel-f ih +he furhace room ih +he baseneh+, ahd 
+ha+ S where i+s beeh ever slhce. Bu+ +ha+ doe$h + 

neah i+s s+opped eaoSihg PROBLEMS. 











The witch is SUPER Sensitive to Sound, and 
sometimes the slightest noise will set it off, even 
i-f the noise is on a dT/ereht -floor. 




To make matters WORSE, the witch seems to 
have a mind of its own, and sometimes it II ^o 
off randomly even i-f no one makes a PEEP. T ve 
had at least two sleepoVers end early because of 
that thin^. 
















































X ve be eh trying <*11 year to convince Mon ahd 
Pad to tKrow tKe witcK away, but Pad says its 
Just a plastic toy and X heed to sto^> being Such 
a scaredy-cat. 


But X guess Mon got sick of tKe witcK rahdonly 
going off all tKe tine, ahd a few weeks ago sKe 
told Pad to go downstairs ahd take tKe batteries 
out, wKicK Ke did. 


Ahd wKat Ka^pehed NEXT is tKe reasoh X 
Kaveht beeh ih tKe furnace roon ever since. 



VJKat stinks is tKat all ny old Halloween cost ones 
are down in tKe furnace roon. So unless Mon s 
willing to spring for $onetKihg NEW, X guess 
X n hot goihg trick-or-treating tKis year. 


























Suhday 

VJell, all the hard work we put into decorating for 
Halloween yesterday got Wiped out. 


A bunch of geese got at the jack-o -lanterns in 
the riddle of the flight and made a HUGE mess. 



very fall, geese fly«ng south for the winter 
make a pit stop in our town and stick around for 
a few weeks before heading back out. Usually they 
poop all over the Soccer field at the town park, 
but other than that they're pretty harmless. 


Eor some reason, though, this year they re 
SUPER aggressive toward people._ 












For the past -few weeks, me and Rowley have been 
getting ambushed just about every day oft our walk 
home -from school. 



Arid the geese areht just going a/terKlDS, 
either. VJhenever Pad goes out +0 get the mail, 
he s gotta arm himsel-f for battle. 



Pad wahtS to call Ah imal Control to clear the 
geese off our street, but Mom woh t let him. 

































SKe S ays geese haVe been flocking io iheSe ^»Ari$ 
for ihouSAhds of yt*r$ 
ihe ones iniruding on TWEIR lives. 


And if AnyiKing,WE RE 


X r* yersonA lly fine wiih AhmAls, as long as ihey 
kee^ H-Rei ir distance. Bui X ihink if we doni drAw 
a line so^ewHere, weVe jusi keAded for -trouble. 


V\y science ieAcher SAid +W Ho, ooo yz&fS Ago, 
dogs used +o be wild AnimAls, jusi like wolves. Bui 
ihen X goess ibi ty saw our wArm fires And c ozy 
cavcs And wAnied io get in on ihe Aciion. So ihey 
wAgged their iAils Ahd did a few iricks and ih<*i$ 
all ii iook. 









Nowadays, do^gS have it MADE. People Spend all 
kiinds of money b 
cushiony beds. 


uy«ng them gourmet -food and 


I'm sore the reason wolves seem so +icke<} off all 
+ke time is because they re just jealous THEY 
didn t think of kissing up to people first. 



CATS arent stupid either. Last summer L\rs. 
Fredericks up the street fed a stray cat that 
was hanging out in her yard, and each hight 
after that MORE cats came, hiow the cats have 
completely taken over her house, and she recently 
had to Sell her car so she could afford to keep 
feeding them*_ 












































Vie ve goi problems wrth our OWN pe+, wK icK is <1 
PIG. Persohdlly, X +hihk r! should live ou+sicie ih 
a peh or d shed or some^hi^g, bu+ ihs+ead rf lives 
ihside the house with US- A^d ho+ oft 
use +he same ba^h+ub as me j bu+ 

i+S beeft uSihg ry TOOTHBRUSH, +oo. 



Aftd +ha+ ihiftg i$ SMART, which makes me kiftd 

of hervous. 




































Ih f act, I +Kihk i+ S teeh io learfi Haw 'to 

COMMUNICATE w!+H u$. Mah^y Has this toy 

called a ' See-ahd-T<*lkj wKere ^ou pull a s+rih^ 
and i+ sa^s a word. 



SoneHow, -tHe puj figured ou~t Kow -to USE +Kfc 
See-ahd-"Talk, ahd every so of+eh i+ r^ahdges +o 
pu+ io^e+Ker a /uil seh+ehce* 
















































Lately X ve beeh thinking there S gotta be a way 
the two 0 / u$ cah team u^>, I ve heard a ^.g’s 
sense oL Snell is 2,000 tines better than a honah 
beings. That talent could really cone in handy. 

Mon always buys the Halloween cahdy -for trick- 
or-treaters a Lew weeks early, and she hides it 
sonewhere so the rest of us don't get at it* Xve 
turned the house uyside down looking Lor it, but 
so Lar ho luck. Ahd *L the ^>ig khows what X n 
looking for, its hot being very hel^Lul. 

X 



This tine of year is TORTURE Lor a kid. There 
are all these candy conneroals on TV, ahd every 
tine you walk into the grocery store it S like they re 

TRYING to ness with you. __ 



















But Mon Says X cant have ah 

Halloween nigh+> which X th 


shy c< 

ink is 


candv until 


7 

totally cruel. 


ny hahds 

on $one candy BEFORE Halloween, though* My 
school «S havihg a contest ca I led the Balloon 
Brigade/ which it does every October. 


X think X ve f loured out a way to get 


Oach student gets a heliun balloon, and everyone 
releases theirs at the sane tine. Xhey give you 
these little cards to write your hane and address 
on, and when people find the balloons they re 
supposed to sehd then back. 




































































WHPQH 

from the dRlCAOT/ 

WRITTEN ON T « E «j-^% 5 u f E 
&?!%*£* IT TRAVELER 


THe school Has a buj nay oft a bulle-tn boArd r\t«xr 
the librAry, ahd whef\ a kid 'turns ih a balloon, 
Vice Prihci^al Roy uses a +Hum b+ack +o nark How 
■far r+ weh+. 




A+ ihe end of +he week he measures +He dls+Ahce 
each balloon traveled to find ou+ whose weh~t +he 

far+Hes+, and +ha+ kid ge+s a REWARD. 





















Last year, Andrea Gennarro s talloon traveled 
/orty-three miles, and she won a thir-ty-dollar 
gift certificate for the took 'fair. 


iant jar o-f 

candy corn, which is sitting in Vice Principal Roys 
of fice right now. 


But THIS year the grand priz.e is a g 



Ihe school puts a little code on each tallooh so 
notody cheats and iums in a store-t 


oug 


ht tall 


ooh, 


X Ve never had one of my talloons sent tack to 
me, though- I need to make SURE that whoever 
finds mine doesnt just ignore me, so X wrote 
a three -page letter that X m hoping will get a 
resMhffi. _ 














Because w hen it cones +0 free candy, X n hot 
messing around. 


- 

To whoever finds this balloon; 



1 am a lonely child without any 
friends. I released this balloon 



l hoping it would find its way to a 
kind person who might write me 
back and bring some joy to my life. 



Monday 

Af ter lunch today the teachers led us all out +0 
the basketball court for the big Balloon Brigade 
launch* X S+lIl get kind of nervous stepping foot 
on the blacktop, because that S where the Cheese 
Sat for a year and a half * There $ even a stain 
where it used to be* 

















Xt$ beeh a lohg tine Sihce the Cheese terrorised 
our school, but X guess sone ^eo^le actually 
LIKED having sonethihg to be scared of. A 
few different tmes Us have -tried to start the 
Cheese Touch back u^, but the 'teachers are oh 
the lookout because they doht waht to have to go 
through all that nonsense again. 



actually n 

neat oh to the court during recess, but the Roast 
Beef Touch didh t have the sane ring to it. 


One kid 





YOU'VE GOT 
ROAST BEEF 
TOUCH? HA ha; 
















Still> someone s ALWAYS trying to start some 
new thing, This year its all about the chairs in 
the auditorium. 


The chairs are red except ONE, which is yellow 
and has a busted leg. Affarently some Ed feed 
on it durihg a really long assembly last month* 
And if you re not faying attention and sit in the 
yellow chair, you re fretty much finished for the 
rest of the school year. 



TINKLE SEAT! 
TINKLE SEAT! 


i(y oki ask me, feofle should just be haffy 
the Cheese Touch <$ behind uS and stof trying 
to ref lace »t With something else. Because the 
last thing you heed in mi tidle School is anything 
EXTRA to worry about. _ 














Today, Vice Principal Roy did a couh+dowh oh kis 
bollkorn and everyone released +keir balloons, X 
kaVe +o adni^j i+ was kind of exei+ihcj +o see all of 
+kem 30 op in +ke air a+ +ke sane -fine. 




But +ke e*ciieneh+ didnt last LONG. 


Alnost all of +ke balloons went $irai<jk+ inio +ke 
hew cell pkone -lower -tkey boiii on ike kill nexl lo 
ike /oolball 'fields and d<dhI any fartker. 











Luckily j my ba 11 ooh was weighed dowh by the 
letter X wrote, so it weht UNDER the tower, 
ahd theh it cleared the trees oh the other Side. 


I doht thihk my ballooh is gohha make it as -far 
as Ahdrea GehharroS did, but X doht NEED it 
to. As lohg as someohe fihds the ballooh ahd sehds 
it back, that jar of cahdy corn is MINE. 

X just hope they write ihstead of call. X put 
Moms cell phohe humber oh my letter, but 
apparently its gohha be a few days before they fix 
the tower ahd people ih towh cah get service agaih. 













VJedhesda 


* 


Xts beeh two ^ ahd still ho word oh my 
bailooh. X m starting to get 4 little wornedj 
because the contest ends Monday, and rf nobody 
gets their balloon back, X m sure Vice Principal 
Roy is gohna keep the candy lor MIMSELF, 

Lately Ive been having trouble staying -focused 
at school, but luckily my homework hash t beeh 
that hard. Our reading assignment was to write 
a biography oh a famous author, so X chose the 
Spiheticklers guy. 


But it turhS out there S barelyANY information oh 
him, Xh -fact, the ohly thing X could find was the 
little blurb ih the back of his books* 



Who is I.M. 
SPOOKY? 


Almost nothing is known 
about the mysterious I.M. 
Spooky, All wc can say for 
sure is that he‘s cooking up 
a terrifying new entry in the 
Spineticklers series! 





He good hews i$ that Sihce X waSht really able 
to fihd ahythihg oh I.M. Spooky, X was finished 
with r*>y eh+ire authors bio ih about two minutes. 


AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY 

AUTHOR NAME: I.H. Spooky 
BIRTHDATE: ??? 


PLACE OF BIRTH: 
HOBBIES: 


777 


??? 


EDUCATION: 


77? 
* * * 


INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT 
THE AUTHOR: 

777 


Vli+h o hame like I.M. Spooky, I 3 uess you kave 
ho CHOICE to+ +o wri+e scary looks -for a livihg. 


I kihd of wish X had hever started reading 
those Sp i he ticklers books, though* Because ohce 
you start feadihg them, it S ha r<4 -to STOP. fW 
they re starting to affect my everyday life. 













Goihg to the dentist was heVer that Ion to 

tegin with, but alter X read Spihetickiers hunter 

67 \ it got even WORSE. 



X ve checked out every Spihetickiers took Irom the 
library, and X evert torrowed a lew Spinetic klers 
Junior tooks Iron Rowle 

A^d jvst like X predicted, the tooks are startih^ 
to give me nightmares. Spihetickiers humter 71 is 
atout this kid who grows a lizard tail and tries to 
hide it Irom his lamily ahd teachers. 


so X could keep going, 



















Thai ohe really stressed me oui, ahd +he I 

read i+, iw^ ream that I was +He ohe wi+h 
+ke ’tail. 


Ac+ually, my dream s+ar+ed of I reallyGOGD, 
because -there are a buhch of fuh +Hihgs you cah do 
with a tail that you wouldh t even thihk of. 






























Xh my dream X wa$ht ashamed of my -+a»lj X 
was PROUD o^f f+. A^d X used it to its 'full 


Xhe ohly thihg X didht like about it was that wheh 
X ^ot excited about Someth^, everyohe could tell* 


DO YOU TUINK 
TWAT GIRL IS 
CUTE? 

















































Xheh all of a Sudden my tail became a PROBLEM. 
People 30 + jealous, and the next thing X knew, X 
was being huhted l*ke X was some kind of monster. 



WHERE t) 
HE GO? 


X rah for my LIFE ahd escaped through a 
window, ahd the townspeople ceased me down the 
street and through a shopping mall. X almost got 
away, but then my tail got stock ih ’the escalator* 




































X Swear X could actually FEEL it happen, and 


it 


Xn tact, the d rean was so realistic that X turned 

actually DID have a tail. 
And X have to Say, X was a little disappointed _ 
when X realized that nothing was there. 


oh the licjht to see i<f X 



Xhat S hot the ONLY bad drean I've U 
because O’f those books,, though. _ 







































Xhe o+her nighi X had a dream where X was 
ca^+ured by z-ombie ^ra+es and made +o walk 
+he ^iank. For some reason, X kep+ repea+ing 




Un/or+una+ely, 1 was saying i+ /orREAL, so 


now 


Rod 


■\ateiy 
nek h 


as a Video 0/ me +alk<ng in my slee 


STEP, STEP, 

NO, NO, NO? PL 
LOP, PLOP, IN I 






























































Some+ineS ny dreams are So ridiculous X actually 

KNOW X r* h<*vir^ a hi^h+mare, A^d wheh lna+ 

Happens, X +ry shap ou+ of il. 


OlHer lines X TMINK X n Having a higHlmare 
t>u+ X n actually NOT, XKth wHeh X Iry +o wajce 

nyself up, X realize X m hot asleep. 





























































Hon has this took that explains how to make 
sense of dreams, and its actually pretty 
interesting. Basically everything that happens in 
your dreams has some kind of deeper meanihg. 


Falling 

& 


A dream about falling means you 
have a fear of losing control of your 
life. It could also mean you're afraid 
you don’t have enough time to get 
everything done. 


bout the tail means X n 
in my past. 

about the pirates means X m stressed out about 
not being a good enough friend* 


And the d ream 


Apparently the one a 
ashamed of something 


Xhe other night X had a dream that all my teeth 
were loose, and apparently that ones about a fear 
of getting older, which kind of makes sense. 



e 





Bui ii $ gohha iake me FOREVER io decode ihe 
dream X had LAST highi, because ihai ohe was 

rs. 


( MUSTARD ON MY 
mjRNlPS, PLEEAAASE!, 


, 4 , *'■*' 


Xhur$d< 




Xi iurhs oui ^ickihg ihe Spiheiicklers auihor 
■for my reading assighmehi was a bad call. Al^osi 
ALL ihe kids ih my class did ihe>r auihor 

biographies oh I.M. Spoo ky, «» hc l NOBODY 
could fihd ahy ihformaiioh oh ihe guy. X +hihk 
our ieacher, Mrs. Moii, ihooghi we were iryihg 
io be fuhhy, So she Said we all had io Siay ih {or 
recess every day uhiil we redid our assighmehi. 


















of why Mrs* Mott 
that shes getttvg Sick of everyohe doihcj their 
took reports oh the Spiheticklers series* 


3 oi SO nncicl iS 



Last week at least five kids picked the exact 
sane took for their assicjhneht, and it just atout 
pushed Mrs. Mott over the ed^e* 
















But the last Straw was wheh Amahda Pickier d*d 
a Book Talk oh "The Braih with a hind of Xts 

Owh. Amahda brought ih a fake braih made out 
of Jell-O, but she lost her grip and dropped it oh 
the floor, which made two kids pass out. 



A buhch of parehts areht happy about the 
Spiheticklers books, either, X heard that Pahhy 
HcGlurk s dad weht to last week s PTA meetihg 
and said he wahted the books bahhed because they 
promote WlTCWCRAFT. 













A^parerrHy, Mr. McGlurk caugh’t Pahhy dabblihg 
ih +he "dark ar+s" in Ws ^ara^e, ahd Mr. 

MtGlurk blamed i+ dll oh "the Spiheiicklers books. 


E>u+ +he way X heard 1+/ Pahhy was jusi" 
practicing ma^ic tricks for the foil talent show* 



X senously hope the Spiheticklers books doht .get 
banned, because they re the only thih<j keeping my 
reading grade up. 


We re required +0 read fifteen books by -the end of 
the year, and ALL of pi* he are from that senes. 
The way you prove you fihtshed reading a book is 
by taking a mult pie-choice test oh the computer. 


























X Ve gotteh a lOO^o oh every Sihgle test X Ve 
ta|ceh so far, which X guess proves Xm really 
payihg attehtioh wheh X read the books. 


QUESTION 12: 

Who did the Chattering Champers eat? 

O Mother O Baby Ellis 
O Father # All of the above 


Vslheh X 30+ home, X fold Mom how Mrs. Mott 
was makihg us redo our author biographies, ahd X 
dfdht khow what to do. 


But Mom told me the reasoh X couldh t f <hd ahy 
ihf ormatioh oh I.M. Spooky is because he s hot ah 

actual PERSON. 

X told Mo m that was ridiculous because this guy 
has writteh almost 200 books. But Mom said 
sometimes publishers create a fictiohal author ahd 
theh hire a buhch of people to write books uhder 
that ha me. 



X $ay> if thats true X fee I kthd of 

cheated. But X feel worse for ROWLEY, because 
he wasted his tine writing I.M. Spooky a letter. 



Dear Mr. Spooky 

Firs+ cf a|| le+ me say 



I am a huge fan. 

+Vie redSon I am writing 



Is +o complain +na+ +ne 
book "Scarecly Ca+ and 

1 1 . Ill 



+be naun+ed House was 



| WAY +oo Scary. 



Mon was tryih<j to help ne fihd a different 
author who S ah actual honah beih<j wheh there was 
a khock at our door. X ahswered it, ahd there 
was a lady ahd sone kid Xd heVer seeh before. 
























X was pretty spooked when she asked rf my 
name was Grej He'f'fley* Xhats when X saw the 
deflated balloon in the kids hand, and X put two 
and two together. 


At /irs+ X was kind of excised, because rf someone 
■found my BALLOON, that meant X was <jonna 
get that giant jar o-f candy tom* But then X 
remembered what X wrote in my letter and wished 
X could take some of ;+ back. 


And finally, if you find this balloon 
and return it to me without delay, I 
can promise you a large cash reward. 
I have a rich uncle and I’m sure he’d 
be happy to hook you up. 

S i ncerely, 


X didht want these people thinking X was some 
weird kid who makes -friends by sending out letters 
attached to hebum balloons* But X guess it d»dnt 
really matter* X /inured X could just take my 
balloon back and send them on their way* 







Before I knew rtj -though, Mom was a-t -the fron-t 
door, and she invited them INSIDE, Thirty 
seconds later we had these -two total strangers 
sitting at our kitchen table. 



The lady introduced herself as Mrs, Selsam and 
said her sons name was Maddox. They live in the 
next town over. Apparently this kid Maddox was 
practicing the violin in his ted room and Saw +he 


balloon dangling f rom a -tree branch outside. 




































Mrs* Selsam said tHeir House is way out in tHe 
sticks, and tHey don't really Have any neigHbors* 
Plus j because sHe works full-time and goes to 
scHool at nigHt, sHe doesn t get many cHances to 
set up playdates for Maddox. 


SHe said tHat wHen sHe read tHe letter sHe knew 
it was meant to be, and tHey got in tHe car and 
drove rigHt over. 



X was starting to get REALLY uncomfortable* 

An X was trying to do was win some tahdy corn, 
and now tHings were getting totally out of control. 


was all a big 
misunderstanding. Mom told me X sHould take 
upstairs ahd 

cHatted witH Mrs. Selsam in tHe kitcHen. 


get to know Him wHife sHe 



But before X could explain tHis 







So how +K.S k*d was ih my ROOM. Ahd it seemed 
like it was just as awkward 'for HIM as it was 

for ME. 



I 'tried rnakihg cohVersatioh, but X cooldh t ^et 
a WORD out of Kim. E^Vehtually X ^aVe up ahd 
jus+ pretehded Ke washt there. 


VlKeh X termed oh my computer to play a 
o game 

TOTALLY differeht persoh. He got *11 worked 
up ahd started makihg strahge hoises. 



though, Madd ox turhed ihto a 






















































































X didh t kh ow WMAT was ^oihcj oh } but f iVe 
secohds later Mrs, Selsam came ruhhih^ ihto my 
room ahd tonried off my mohitor. She said she 
doesht allow Maddox to ^>lay Video ^ames, ahd the 
reasoh he was so animated* was because Wd hever 
actually SEEN ohe before. 



Maddox was having -trouble calming down, so 
Mrs, Selsam said they should probably be heading 
bio me* Ahd that was just fine by ME. But X 
wish X hadht beeh so eager +0 get them out the 
door, because after they drove away X realized X 
never did get my ballooh back- 



















Sa+urda 


* 


Yesterday X told Vice Prihcipal Roy that someone 
fouhd my tallooh^ but he wouldht hahd over the 
tahdy com uhless X brought the ballooh ih to 
prove it. 



So today wheh Mon said she wahted to take me 
+o Mad do* 5 house -for a get-together, X was all 
for it. X figured X d make a little chitchat, grab 
the ballooh, and be oh my way. 

But Mom had OTHER plahs. Wheh we got to the 
Selsams house, which really WAS ih the middle of 
howhere, Mom said she was gohha go ihto towh 
ahd have coffee with Mrs. Selsam while X huhg 
back with Madd ox. 


Believe me, if X would Ve khowhTWAT was gohha 
be the deal, X hever would've gotteh ih the car. 










VJheh Mom dropped me off, X figured X mi 3 k+ 
as well try to make the most of it* Maddox was 
actually TALKING this tine. So that WdS a 
decent start at least. 


X asked Maddox if he had any Juhk food, tot he 
said his mom doesnt let hi™ have any of that kind 
of stuff. X asked him if he wanted to watch some 
TV > tot he told ™e they didntWAVEa television# 


At f irst X thought he was joking, tut sure enough > 
in the family room there was a BOOKSHELF 

to ao. 


where the TV was supposed 



Xn fact, there were tooksEVERYWHEREih 
this house. 




















X asked Maddox whad he does for fuh, and he Said 
he eidher pracdites h<s violin or piays widh his Legos* 
X was preddy relieved do hear dhad he acdually had 
some TOYS, because X was smarting do wonder 
aboid* dhis kid* 


Bud when he showed me what he had in Kis W room, 
X was dodally blown away. 



He had a whole Lego CITY in dhere. Maddox said 
he wands do be an engineer when he grows op, 
and whenever he asks for a Lego sed, his mom 
buys id for h<m. All X can say is, she musd have 
spend a FORTUNE* 































































X wahted to ^?lay with Some of the tig sets 
Maddox had, tot he wouldnt let me go anywhere 

NEAR them. 



He told me if I wanted to ptay with his Legos , X 
toold L»se the pieces 'from h-s leftovers tih. Xhat 
was a pretty tig letdown, tecaose the leftovers 
tin was ftiled with a tvnch of random pieces. 



So while Maddox was po+ting together a 500 -piece 
Lego spaceship X did the test with what X had. 



































































WORSE | —I- 

^WE 


A^ter about ah YiOKif ahd a half, M om ahd Mrs. 
Sels*Am fihaily ca me back* Luckily my ballooh was 
si+tihg oh the little table next to the f roht 

bbed i+ oh the way out. 


d 


aor, so 


1 qra 



Bui jusi w 

Mrs. Selsam came ruhhihcj out with Maddox ri 3 k+ 
behihd her. Maddox said X stole from Kf^. I 
tr*ed to explain that the ballooh was actually 
MINE, ahd X was just takih^ it BACK. 


hen X was about to ^et ih the car. 
































But Maddox waSht talkihg atou+ the BALLOON* 
He said X stole one of Kis LEGOS* Apparently 

e pieces was 

bin. And don t even ask me how he knew TVIAT. 

X swore up ahd down X didh t take any of h>s 
Legos, and X even turned my pockets inside out 
to prove it. But he STILL wasn't satisfied. 


missing from his leftovers 


one 


of th 


So X actually let Maddox and Mrs. Selsam pat me 
down, which was totally humiliating. But X gotta 
admit it was pretty satisfying when they couldnt 
find anything on me. 



After that X thought X was in the clear, and 
X turned to get in the car. 





















Xhats wheh Maddox spotted a Lego that was 


What really stihks is that it was one of those 
tihy square pieces, ahd X m sure Maddox had a 
BILLION of those ih his leftovers bih. 

ACTUAL 
SIZE 


Ahyway, thats how our playdate" ehded* 

Oh a positive hote, X got what X came for, But 

seemed pretty upset* X 
^ was mad about the Lego piece, but 

she wash t. 
































She Said sKe was disappoihied X d<dh + hi+ i+ off 
wrth Maddox, because she -though+ he was a good 



;iu-t if Mom wah-fs +o cohhecH- me wrfh Someohe X II 
actually look UP -fo f she s gohha have +o -fry a 
IrbHe harder. 


Mohd< 




For ihe past few days, Moms beeh doihg ah 
experimeh-t oh me ahd Kodrick* She wahied +o see 
how lohg we d go before ohe of us would +ake ou+ 
-the -trash wi+hou't beihg ■fold* Bu+ X guess we 
failed -the -fes+, because last high+ she gave up* 



















A+ dinner, Horn Said she didn't go to college just 
so she could spend her tine tleahing up after 
everyone ahd scrapihg gun off our shoes. She said 
she heeded to be ■ h a stimulating environment 
ahd was goihg back to School full-time to finish her 
masters degree. 


She said that for th*s to work, everyones gonna 
have to pitch ih extra a round the house. So +0 
make chores "fun/ she created a Crab Bag," 
which is a pillowcase filled with little slips of paper 
that have rahdom jobs written down on then. 



He and Rod rick are Supposed to reach into the 
Grab Bag every day after school and do a chore. 









Mom told us that if we do our chores, shell let us 
dip into the Hall oween candy a little early* 


Well, that's proof it's SOMEWWERE in the 
house. But that s just gohha be BONUS candy 
for me, because today at school X traded in my 
balloon for that big jar of candy com in Vice 
Principal Roys office. And as soon as X got 
home, X hid it in the bottom drawer of my 
dresser so X didn t have to share it with anyone 


After that was taken care of, X reached into 
the Grab Bag and pulled out a slip of paper and 
got Polish the Silverware, which has to be the 
worst chore in there. 



Rod rick must have added his OWN items to the 
Grab Bag, because X found him asleep next to a 
slip of 


paper with his handwriting on it. 





X decided to hel^> myself to Some eahdy torh as a 
reward for fihisHth^ my ckore, but wheh X waited 
Ihto my room, my bottom drawer was o^>eh arid the 

jar was EMPTY. 



Xt didn t take me lohg to flhd the culprit. X 
fouhd the pig stumbling around the kitchen like 1+ 
was drunk or somethlnq, 


At first X was mad, because hot ohly did the pig 
eat all my cahdy corhj but It Somehow floured out 
how to unscrew the Jar to do It. 




















































Theft I star-fed gettiftg kiftd of WORRIED, 



might kftow what to do, but 
he was out oh a date with Mrs. Fredericks. I 
woke Fodrick up ahd asked HIM what to do, ahd 
he said I should call Pad- So X did; but Pad was 
ih a meetiha. 


X figured Grahdp 


X didftt waht to bother Mon, because X kftew she 
was at her college sighihg up for classes. B*ut the 
pig was turhihg greeh, So X called her avyway. X 
told her that the pig seemed pretty sick, ahd 
she asked me if it had eateft at-ythiftg strahge. 



















I really didht wahha tell her rh 

my cahdy com, so X told her X washt sore, She 
said we d tetter -hake the pig to the Vet just 
ih case, ahd that she was leavihg school ahd would 
meet us there. 


had got+eh ih to 


Rodritk wash + happy X was wakihg him up for 
the secohd time in five mihutes, tut ohe look at 
the pig tohvihted him we heeded to get movihg. 



Oh the ride over, X held the pig ih my arms ih 
the tack of Rod rick s Vah. But halfway to the Vet 
the pig started makihg weird souhds. 




























X +old Rod nek +o poll over, bu+ by +ne ime he 
u it was already too late. 


5 . 




How there was a jiaht, jooey, orahje-ahd-yellow 
puddle oh the floor of Rod rick s van. And X n 
pretty sure X It hever be able to look at candy 
torh the Sane way ajaih. 



Rod rick Said it waS my fault for makihj the pij 
sick, so it was MY job to clean it up, Xheh he 
banded ne a roll of paper towels and told me to 
jet to work. 






































F-Veh ihou^h +he yi/ddle was cahdy com, (i 
SMELL like i+* X +r.ed if op while 

holding my brea+h, bo"^ ii was homeless. 



Fihally X couldh i take i+ ahymore and realized X 
was ^oma ^ei sick MYSELF* For+u^aiely X was 

able *to ^e+ out of +he vah in +ime. 


UNFORTUNATELY, +he lady whose yard we 

were parked 1V1 /ron+ of was oirhsi 
ahd saw ihe whole 


de rakihcj leaves 

































X guess she +hough+ we were a couple of tad kids 
arid +h*s was some kiVid of jovehile ^>rahk, tecause 
she said she was calliha +he COPS. 


So X goi - tack ih +he Vah a 
+here as fast as we could arid Worried oh +o +he 
highway. Bui - we didh*f ge+ far. 


hd we peeled ou+ of 



Luckily, X was a tie +o explaih every+hihg +o +he 
police officer, tu+ he d<dh+ seem +o wah+ io hear 
all +he derails. 





























Just after the cop drove away, Mon Spotted 
Rod rick $ van oh the highway ahd pulled ih tehihd us, 
Ahd X guess the pig hadht totally enptied out yetj 
because it coughed up one last puddle of cahdy com. 







Tuesday 

Last hight wheh we got hone, Mon said she 
wash t nad at ne, she was DISAPPOINTED. 
Ahd wheh it cones to Mon, thats eveh WORSE. 


She said she s disturbed by ny f pattern of 
deceptioh, ahd that between the ihcideht at 
Maddox's house ahd what happehed with the 
pig, she dfdht feel like X could be trusted- X 
explaihed for the miliiohth ti ne that the Lego 
thihg was just a nisuhderstahdtvg, but shed 
obviously already nade up her nihd about that ohe. 


















Xke last time we Vx^ct a conversation like tki$ was 
wken X was in tke fourtk grade, and XH admit 
X totally Reserved a puhiskmeht ikai time around- 


actually started witk 
Mom used to pack my luhck every morning, and 
X d always eat my sandwick ahd Shack tut toss 
wkatever fruit ske’d put ih tkere. 


Something kind of Small. 




Mom figured out X wash t eating my fruit, so ohe 
day ske put ah apple ih my luhck ahd made me 
promise to trihg tke core kome to prove X d eateh 
it- Ske said X X DlDN T, ske wouldht pack a 
snack /or me anymore. 


At luhck I forgot all atout my promise, ahd X 


tk 


rew m 




fruit 


awa 


/ 


like usual, 



























Ahd when X <jot home, 
d^ple core was. 


Horn asked me where 


*7 




X probably should Ve just tome clean, but for some 
reason X made op a lie. X "fold her that oh the 
way to school that morning, a tolly grabbed me 
And stole my Apple*_ 


Xt was a pretty desperAte move on my part, but 
X was worried Mom wASht gohh a give me a snaclc 
the next dAy if X told her the troth- 













X fhoughf fnV Sfory was So lane fhaf Mon would 
see ricjhf fhrough if* E>uf she wanfed fo know 
nore abouf fhis bully^ so X really lef if rip. 


X fold her fhe kid s name was Curfis Lifz. and 
fhaf he was a /oof faller fhan ne, wifh a 
unibrow, and a nole oh his chin* X /injured 1/ 

Mon was lookihej /or DETAILS, X washf gonna 
disappoihf her. 



Mon said she could sfep in, buf fhis was a good 
opporfuhify /or ne fo learn how fo se+fle a 
con/lief on ny OWN. 


So fhaf nighf she b rough f 
and had ne wrife Curfis a 


ne a pen and paper 
leffer, which X did. 






pear Cur+is. 



please aon'+ +ake 
mV apple agcwn. My 
rnom Says X reec/ t+ 
£ 0 r i^y rvj+ri+ion. 

Sincerely, 

Grecj Heffley 















X probably should Ye just ehded it right theh- 
But X wrote a fake letter to ryself -from Curtis 
imtead* A^d to rw*ke sure f^Aon could see how 

BAD this kid was, X added * rude dra wihg at 

the ehd* 



PEAR Gregory 
vnoR Apple was 



\ \ J w " ' 1 f * ^ 

ppLIClOUS. TELL 
vOUR MOMMY TO 



send ME ANOTHER 
ONE TOMORROW. 




f ROM CURTIS /W 

^ A BUTT 





Viell, X ^jueSS 1 +ook i+ +00 -far, because +he 
ne*+ day Mom came +o school wi+h +ha+ le++er, 
demanding +o speak +o Cur+is Li+i. 



'The secre+ary +old Mom +here was no $+uden+ 
named Cur+is L A~l a+ +he school, and when Mom 
asked me abou+ him X Said he muS+ be homeSchooled- 


A-f+er +ha+ X go+ ki>vd of nervous j and for +he 
ne#+ +wo weeks X had Rowley ea+ my apple at 
lunch and ^iVe me +Ke core. 
























Mom Seemed to forged ail about it until we Sat a 
row behind the Bartlemans at church one weekend* 
Xheir fifth~grade son, XeVin, looked just like my 
description of Curtis Litz, and he caught Moms eye. 


Mom told Tevihs parents they're raisin^ a rotten 
kid and that they owed her some apples. X felt 
pretty bad, because Tevin Bartieman is a nice 
kid and his -family Volunteers at the soup kitchen 
downtown every Saturday morning. 



Later on in the year Mom joined the Xundraisin^ 
Committee, which was headed up by Mrs. 
Bartlemah. Xt didnt take long (or Mom to figure 
things out from there , and X lost TV privileges 
■for a whole month as punishment. 

















But X acH-t/ol[y ended op a DOUBLE 

punishment, because for the rest of that year, 
every time XeVin saw me in the hallway, he really 
let me have it. 



Last ni<jht Mom decided that my punishment for 
lyin^ was for me to take THREE chores out of 
the Grab Bog every day this week-_ 

Unfortuhately, she already cleared out all of 
Rod rick s slips of paper, which means there s no 
chance X II get easy one. 

£AT~. SON'S 

CRE^T- 









VJheh we wrapped op our conversation Iasi night, 
Mon Said X n 4 Sndr-t kid with 4 good inagihaiioh, 
but X just heed to DO something wi ih it* 

Listen, X m hot proud of myself -for lying, but 
trust me, Xn hoi the ONLY one in this family 
who bends the truth. 

X ve Heard grown-ups lie ten times a week, but if 
you ask me X 11 bet it s even MORE thah that. 

XKe first ii ne X renenber Mon telling ne a lie 
was when X was about three years old ahd she 
had ne try broccoli* 


/TT TASTES^ 
\LIKE CANDYy 




Ahd Mon doesht seen to have any problem lying 

to MANNY, either. 












La si Pecember, when Mom yui ihe gingerbread 
house oui on +he kiichen -table, she told Manny 
hoi +o iouch »+ uhiil Chri simas or ii would ium 
inio a million sliders , which is kind of a crazy 
ihihg io iell a li+ile kid. Bui rt backfired when 
Manny fumigaied ihe gingerbread house wi ih a can 
of t>v^ spray. 



I. I 


X JL JL jJLJUjo^ 


Pads a preiiy honesi guy ih general, bui even 
WE fibs wheh i+ s convenient- for hi™* 


Pad used io MATE ii when ike ice cream iruck 
carve ihrough our neighborhood, because me and 
Rodr*ck would always Sia ri begging hi™ for money 
as soon as we heard the music* 


So Pad iold uS ihe ice cream irucL only ^lays 
music when ihey re OUT of ice cream* 

















X actually thiftk lyihg mi^ght be inherited, because 
GRANDPA does it f too. B>ut he should Ve cjotten 
his stories straight with Pad, becduse Grahdf>a used 
to say the ice cream truck driver was a clown who 
shanked children he caught roaming around outside. 



X m ki^d of embarrassed to Say that wheh Grand p 
first told me that, X actuallyBELIEVED him. 









































So 1 ftH like ,-+ was my responsibility to 
word oo+ to OTHER kids in the neighborhood. 




I ve learned hot to trust the <jrowh-ups in our 
'family, but nobody s done more to mess with my 

head than RODRlCK. 


The first lie I can remember him +ellih<j me was 
that if your belly button <jo+ untied, your BUTT 
would fall off* 


X made Sure my preschool classmates knew about 
that, which caused a bitj stir at school. 











































Righ'fr arouse} iKiS same ’time Kodrick H^olci me iha+ 

was oftlj 

+o \ \U 

no ma++er WHAT* 


+he ou+er rihg of +he i~oile+ sea+ 
girls, ahd ihai guys are supposed 


used fcy 
^he seai 


X believed h*n, ahd if X hadht accidentally left tHe 
door unlocked one higHt, X might ve gone on using 
the toilet the wrong way for the rest of my life* 



















































Sometimes Rodrick told me thihgS that got me ih 
BIG -trouble* VJheh X was ih secohd grade he said 
that rf a person wears camouflage, they re actually 

INVISIBLE +0 everyone else. 


Xhat ohe got me banned from the towh ^ool for 
the rest of the summer. 



A lot of Rodrick s lies ended up costing me 
MONEY, +00. Ohe year Rod rick -told me that if 
X dug a hole and pvt alt my birthday money ih it; 
a tree would grow ahd X could get cash from it 
whenever X WANTED. 


That seemed like a pretty sweet deal to ME. 


































So X did what he Said* and X even watered it 
twice a day. But when X told Mon my Money Xree 


y Honey 


wasnt growing* she got a shovel and dug up the 
hole* which was EMPTY. 


Xn glad Mon sieved in when she did* because 
in another day or two all of ny birthday none 


1 


\y noney 


would Ve been spent on bubble gun and conic books. 













































Sometimes Rodrick ju$“t "took my money ocrlTigh’t. 

Once, when X losi one of my taty +ee+hj X 
pu+ i+ under my pillow for +he +oo+h fairy. Bu+ 
wheh X weh+ +o see if she lef+ me frfXy ceh+s, 

X -found a noie iKai Xn ^>re-Hy sure Rodrick 
wro+e K>m self. 

Sorry r’M light on 

cash tonight, i 

WILL HOOK You up 

next time. 

-T.F. 

Rod rick +old me +h e +oo+h fairy was only ONE 
of +he fairies +ha+ cones in +he mi ddle of -the 
nigh+ and gives money. V)e said "there was an 
arn fairy and a leg fairy and a hunch of o+her 
ones, "too. 


Rod nek said +h<*+ when you get older your child 
arns and legs fall off > and when they do, you ^?u-t 
-them under your pillow and ge+ mohey. 






He said <»/+er THAT, your adult lints start 
growihg <h, but sone tines a kid s arms of legs get 
loose ahd the adult ohes cone *h early. 


I was TERRIFIED that was gohha happen to 
ME, so X checked every Flight to nake sure ny 
a ms and legs were oh tight. 


Rod nek was always comihg op with ways to scare 
ne. Back wheh our baseneht wash t Finished, there 
were open gaps under the stair treads. 






































Rodrick Said if X weht yy the Stairs too slow, a 
monster would 3 rat my ankle, From then on, X 
started tdkin3 the 5+dirs two at a time. 



A*fter X 30+ ^ood at THAT, X tried iakiVy the 
stairs THREE at a time. But X ^uess that was a 

little too amfcitiouS, 
































^vehtually we fihished the basement ahd the 

^aps were covered up with wood. But GRAMMA'S 
basemeht is still uhfihishedj ahd before I qo dowh 
usually r*x 


k 


e Sure ever 


ythihg i 


s all clear 


■first. 


there X 



Another thihg Rodrick said to scare me was 
that if X burped ihdoors, the ^host of George 
VJashihgtoh would hauht ne. X have ho idea how 
he came up with THAT ohe, but it Still makes me 
thihk twice before opehiha a cah of soda. 










Sometimes Rodrick would tell me Something that 
actually COULD be true, and thats when things 


got cohf using. 


He told me once that if a person sleeps with their 
mouth open they II eat ah average of five sliders 
a night, which is kind of believable if you think 
about it* 



Another time Rod rick told me that it s dangerous 
to wake someone up when theyVe sleepwalking. X 
thought there could be a chahce he was actually 
tellihg the truths because X m pretty sure X 
heard that ohe Somewhere else* 































But tkeh a few higkts later X cau^kt Rod rick 
eatihcj ah ice cream sahdwick tkat was supposed to 
be MINE cmd X realised it was just ahotker ohe 
of kis dir+v tricks. 



X Ve fceeh lied to So mock over tke years, ii could 
take me tke rest of my life to figure out wkats 
true ahd wkats hot. 






















































Thursda y 

Moms only been going +o school for a -few days 
how, bui shes ac+ing like a COMPLETELY 
dT/erent person. When she ge+s home 4+ nigh+, 
she s always in 4 good mood. She doesh + even get 
mad if I haven t - finished my chores. 



Mom says she s happy because she s being challenge* 
4+ school, and +he rest of us should try learhihg 
new things, too. 


But I h4Ve 4 theory when it comes to this sort 
of thing, X figure your brain only has so much 
space in it, ahd by the tine you re eght or nine 
years old, its all -filled up. 





























So if you waht to learh Sonethihg hew after 

THAT, you h<*ve to make roon b^ ^ettihg rid of 
Sonethih^ OLD. 



X f itjure that's why school ^ets harder -the -further 
you <jo. E-Very tine hew ih-fornatioh cones ih, your 
braih automatically clears out somethih^ELSL to 
md)ce Spate. ___ 


Xo prove my poihtj ever sihce I learhed about 
photosyhthesis ih Science, X haven t beeh able to 
remember how to do loh<j d< Vision. 


Question 1: What is 367 divided by 12? 
Remember to show your work! 


NO 

CLUE. 





X just wish you could CHOOSE what your traih 
gets rid of. Xve completely forgotteh the cheat 
codes for Twisted Vizard, tut X still have a really 
dear memory of the time X scared Pad wheh he 
cane out of the shower. 


Ahd telieve me,, Xd pay good mohey to wipe 
THAT image f rom my memory bahk* 





V * 


fo) 




®TrT\ 
// k \1 





—V 


<S3i 


Mon says me ahd Rodritk heed to start thihkihg 
about what we want to do wheh we grow up ahd 
Start plahhihg for the future NOW, She says 
wheh you re a kid you should do as mahy thihgs as 
you cah to fihd out what you like So that later 
you II khow what to focuS oh._ 


















X already KNOW what X want to do for my 


career 


adY rs 

. X m 


planning on being a Video game 
tester wh eh X grow up. Xhe way X see it, X Ve 
been training for that jot ever since X was old 
enough to hold a controller in my hands. 


But whenever X tell Mom my plah, she doesnt 
seem excited about it. 



Mom says X should set my sights HIGHER and 
become an engineer or a doctor or something like 
that. She says i-f I>S+ play video games all da 
and dont take school seriously , Xm gonna end 
up being a garbage collector. _ 









First of all, the ohiy doctor X khow is our 
pediatrician, Pr. Higgins, and X wh+ see myself 
spending the rest 0/ my liFe Suctioning mucus out 
of little kids hoses. 


A^d second, being a garbage collector seems like 
d pretty sweet dedl to ME. Xhe guys who collect 
our trdsh get to be outside every day and erdhk 
their music up reftlly loud* So if the video game 
tester thihg doesht work out for me, garbage 
collector seems like a good fallback plan. 



VJheh X was Irttle, Mom always told me X could be 
ahythihg X wahted wheh X grew up. 
















I d*dh + frhd oui uhiil U+er oh iha+ she was 
jy$+ talkih<j about JOBS. I +h ou^ht X could 



Mon S always Sayihcj we have a lot of braihS ih 
our family, ahd that ohe of ny tjrea+-<jrea+- 
<^rea+ auh+s helped taVeYvt a cure -for a disease 
way back wheh. 


literally be ANYTHING. 






+ftjSi me, we Ve goi a lo+ of real DUMMIES 
in our -family -too. Ju$+ las+ week my uncle Gary 
art* down a tig branch +ha+ was overhanging K«s 
driveway, and he ended up breaking his collarbone. 



VJi+h people like Uncle Gary in my gene pool, iVs 
a miracle X can even tie my own shoes. Bu+ Mom s 
always Saying X cah do greai - things if X pu+ 
my mind +o i+» 



























Albert Sandy Says hunan beings only uSe %Q% of 
our brains, and if we o»t"i +<j-p iVi+o +Ke OTHER 

20 %, we can oo ariaz.i>'\q 




if r m the one who figures out how to tap into 
that extra 20%! though, In keeping that 
knowledge to rysetf, Because if you have all these 
people ^oing around usihcj their brains at full 
capacity, its ^onna be totally bananas. 











VJedhesda 




Mom s beeh tryihg to get Rod rick excited about 
college, ahd said its time -for hir* to get serious 
about looking into schools- 


But Rodrick s still cohVihced his band iS gohha 
make it big and that college is just a waste of 
time for a guy like h'm- I th'hk Moms starting 
to get a little worried, because how she s ma k ' h 3 
Rodrick research colleges for a half hour a day 
instead of doing chores*_ 



Rod rick wrote to a hahdful of schools to ask for 
their brochures, ahd Mom got all excited wheh 
they came ih the mail. But most of the colleges 
were for DOGS, which either Rodrick didn't 
hotice or he thihks those might be the ohly 
schools he has a ehahce of gettihg ihto- 











Since Mom can-I - get l^odrick interested in college , 
she s burned her attention to ME. Oh Monday } 
Mom took me to her school so X could see what 
the campus was like, and X h<*ve to admit it was 
actually kihd of cool. 















































Mon said that in college you cah study ah 
you WANT, and all you heed to succeed is a 
curious nihd. She told ne that, while she went 
+o her class , X should explore the canpus so X 
could get a sense o-f what its like 'for students. 



X walked arouhd for a while, but X felt like X 

didht belong there. 



£.Vehtually X went to the library ahd just waited 
for Mon to be -finished with her class. 


X started doing ny honework, but X could tell 
that all the college kids were wohdenhg w hat sone 
niddle schooler was doing in their library. 






















ThatS wheh I remembered hearihg aboi/t a girl 
my age wUs so Smart, shes already ih medical 
school studying be a doctor. X ’figured if X 
made mysel-f look really smart, Xd look like X 

BELONGED there. 



So X grabbed a stack of thick books about 
psychology off the nearest sheft and pretended X 
was really into them. 


A lew minutes later, a girl pulled up a chair and 
started talking to me. 















































Ue air I Said X looked Smart ahd $Ke wahted 
+o khow if X d be willing +o tutor Ker for Ker 
Kology test s 



Ke K<*d later ih tKe week* 


Mow, X doht know tKe -first tKihcj about 
psycKolo^y, tot X realised an op^ortohity like 
THIS only co^es up ohce ih a lifetime, X told Ker 
X was kihd of busy at tKe momeht, but X d be 
willihg to tutor Ker tKe NEXT day. 


VJKeh Mon cane back from class, X used Ker 
library card to tKeck out every book oh psycKology 
X could fihd. Ahd tKat hi^Kt X studied like X ve 
hever studied be-fore* 



VJKeh tKe hext day rolled arouhd, X was READY. 
X asked Mon if sKe d take ne back to Ker college, 
ahd sKe seemed tKrilled. 















I spehi - +w o kours keying +ka+ ^irl ^re^are For 
ker +es+, anJ by +ke +i^e we were done, I knew 

^3 37 

came by wko was a^aren+ly ker BOYFRIEND. 
And believe r*t, if X d known ikere was a 
boy Friend involved X wooldn + kaVe killed myselF 
leamihg a buhck oF useless inForma+ioh. 




XF +kis is +ke kind oF ikin^ X can ex^ec-f- in 
college, X m cjohha kave +0 PASS. And by +ke 

way, X was ngk+ aboui wka+ k<*^pens wken you 
learn hew s+uFF. X kad a -test on world ca^i-tals 
+oday, and X couldn + remember a single one. 











Mohth 


¥ 


All ahyohe at school cah talk about these days is 
Manana Mehdoza s H^Howeeh party, which is this 
coriihg Friday. But its a little dhhoyihg -for me, 
because X woh t be ^ettihg ah ihVitatioh. 


Mariana s parties are kind o-f legendary because her 
parents doht care WMAT^oes oh, as loh^ as it 
Stays ih the basement* 

























Last years party got TOTALLY out oF control. 
1 + started OFF iin the basement, but so many 
people showed up that it skilled out into the 
yard, and the cops cane to shut it dowh. And 
thats a pretty big deal For a ni M\t school party, 



"This year, Mariana s parehts said she has to keep 
it SMALL, so she s only inviting people who are 
in the school band with her. Thats bad news ■for 
Us like ne who were hoping to get invited this 
tine around. 


Rowleys gonna get invited > though, because hes 
in the band* But believe ne, if he goes to a party 
like THAT, hes gonna be in over his head- 
















is at School today when 

X had a genius idea, X f X join the BAND, X 
can get invited to Mariana s 

Tonight, when X told Mon and Pad X wanted 
+o join the band, Mon was all -for it, She was 
really excited X wanted to challenge nyself and 
try something new, But Pad wasn't crazy about 
the idea. 



X was thinking about th 


Pad said instruments are EXPENSIVE, and he 
doesn't think XU Stick with it, But Mon said 
Rodrick stuck with the DRUMS, which X doht 
think really helped my case. 



Xhats when Pad brought u^> the PIANO. 





I wo years ago, Mon Saw me fooling around with 
one of “those little electronic keyboards at the 
mall the week before Christmas. X liked it because 
it had all these buttons that made different 
sound effects. 



I think Mom got a little overly excited that X was 
showing interest in a musical instrument, because 
on Christmas £ve a truck rolled u^? to deliver a 
full -$iz.e piano. 



























































Judgihg by Pads reachoh, X doh + ’thihk Mon 
checked wi+h Kin before buyihg i+* 


A+ firs+ X was exti+ed abou+ +he piaho, bu+ wheh 
X realized i+ didh + make User souhds ahd s+uff 
like +Ka+j X losi ih+eresi real cjuick. 



Bert Mon wash + gohha le^l" ne give up So f*S+. She 
hired a lady haned Mrs* Trehch +o cone -to +he 
house ahd give ne priva+e lessors -twice a week* 






























Mrs, French knew her stuff when it came to the 

piano, but X was a TERRIBLE student. 


The first problem was Mrs. Frenchs teaching style. 
She d Sit right behind me oh the bench and put 
her f.ngers on top of MY fingers. That approach 
might work for SOME of Mrs. Frenchs students, 
but it definitely didn’t work forME. 



Then there was the music i+self. I was gonna 

play the piano, X wanted to learn cool songs like 
the ones you hear on the radio, But Mrs, French 
said X had to start with the BASICS, ahd she 
gave me a Beginner s Sohgbook that I ooked like 
it was older than Mrs. French. 









All "the sohcjs in ihai 'thing were really corny j and 
i+ was hard lor me +o ge+ fn+o them. 


C-D-E with Bee 


il 





C D E! 


W J ^ 


Sing with me! 


i. 






Sing with bee! 


i 




Sing with glee! 


I felt pretty tad, because Mrs* French gave me 
homework every lime she visited, but X NEVER 
practiced ■in between lessons. So every time she 
cane wed have to start over with the C-D-E 
song, which mustve driven her nuts. 

Fvehtually Mrs* French gave up trying to teach 
me anything, and she d just read goSSfp magazines 
while X did my ownjjiihg*_ 










































Xt went on like that for a month or iwo, but 
eventua II 

that was the end of my private lessons. 


Mom discovered what was happening and 



How the piano is just a giant piece of -furniture 
taking up space in the living room. X think Mom 
and Pad are Still paying that thing off f So X 
can kind of understand why Pad s not eager for 
me to try a NEW instrument. 


Luckily, Mom had my back. She said maybe the 
piano washt the right FIT for me, and that 
sometimes the instrument needs to find the 
PERSON* she finally convinced h im when she said 
that kids who play musical instruments do better 

et better jobs. 


at math ahd go oh to g 









A halF hour later we were at the nusic store 
dowhtowh ficfciVtg out an ins-trvneh+. 




My hunter ohe re^uireneht f or ah ihstrumeht 
is that it nates ne look COOL. I saw a <juy 
at Mon s college strunnihg d guitar outside the 

litrary, ahd tie DEFINITELY had the ri<jht idea. 

































































Uh/or+una+ely, +he ^ui+ar isn + one of +he 
ihs+ri/nen+s in our nidi I e school band. So X had 
+o j>ick sone+hih^ else. 


X had my eye on +he saxophone a+ -first, because 
with that one iVs ha rd NOT +o look cool. X 
learned THAT from Peclah Vaughn, who practices 
hiS during recess. 



But there are WAY too navy buttons on that 
thin^, and X knew X d never get the hang of it. 


Mon suggested X take a look at the French horn, 
which SHE used to ^>lay as a kid. The French horn 
looked cool! chough and only had three buttons, So 
X ■figured X could probably handle it. 


































"The shopkeeper pulled the French horn down off the 
hook and handed it to me. But when Pad saw the 
price 


-tag, he put the brakes on the whole thing. 



Pad said we should RENT instead of buy, because 
that would be a whole lot cheaper. But all the 
rental instruments were USED. 


The kid who played the French horn in the school 
band last year was Joshua Ballard, and there was 
a chance the rental belonged to WIM. 





Mom ahd Pad got ihto ah argumeht ih froht 
of everyohe, and it was kihd of embarrasSihg, 

Paj sajj we were spehdihg +00 much mohey oh 
somethihg I d (pit ih two weeks, ahd Mom said he 
heeded +0 show more FAITH ih me. 




tvehtually, Pad caved ih* But before he swiped 
his credit card, he made me promise I'd practice 
y hight. 


ever 


TW$ th>hg better be as easy as it looks. Because 
it feels like a lot of trouble to go through just to 
get ihvited to a Halloweeh party. 


Tuesd< 
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Wheh I was pickihg ah ihstrumeht, I shou Id ve 
put more thought ihto it. I was mostly 
thihkihg about IMAGE, but there are OTHER 
cohsideratiohs, too. 




my 

horn +o school +oday, because ’the CASE we^hs 
almost* as much as +he instrument*. But* when I 
saw what* Grdiy<ieh Bundy had +o deal with; I 
felt* OK about my choice. 



French 



Everybody says Annabelle Grier is one of the 
Smartest cjirls in our ^rade, and i+S easy to See 
why* She plays the piccolo, so she 5 not* wasting 
any energy lugging a heavy instrument around. 

















Bu+ George Pevehey might be eveh Smarter +h<*h 
WER. He ^>Uy$ the kettledrums, ahd those Are 
too tig +o take home every night, so they s+a 
the band room f ull-+ime. 


7 s+ 7 





Somethin^ X never really hoiked before is iHai 
mosi o-f ine kids ih ihe band acivally kind o-f 
LOOK like ibieir ihsirunehis. X dohi khow 
i-f people do in«i oh ^or^ose or l-f iis jusi a 
coihcidehce. 



■^OOT 


, J 

i $CREF 

SCREff 



n 

TWEEr 

TWEEr 

<n 













"The great thihg about the bahd is that there Are 
ho tryouts or a hy thihg, Basically t-f you buy ah 
ihstrumeht ahd show up, you re ih. 

But X washt thihkihg it all the way through 
wheh X picked my ihstrumeht. Xhe Rrehch horn 
is ih the brass sectioh, ahd almost everyohe ih the 
brass set-hob is a GUY. 



Xhe woodw»hd sectioh is the complete opposite. 
Xts all GIRLS except -for a hahd-ful o-f guys, 

really wish 

a heads-up about it, because that ihformatioh 
would Ve beeh hice to khow. 


ihcludihg Rowley. X 


he d giveh me 


Maybe Rowley didht tell me oh PURPOSE So X 
wooldh t give hir^ ahy competition _ 









I ho+iced he Si \~ts righ^ hex+ “to Mariaha Mehdoz-a 
ahd believe me, +h<*+ s Y\o dccideht. 




VJhen class s-tar-ted, Mrs. Grazumo +old us +o 
s+ar+ warmir^ up. Xha+s wherv X remembered 
that my le*s+ {dVoriie souhd «Vi +he world is kids 
practicing their ihstrumehts. 


3 ut Mrs. Graziaho didht Seem to mind. She S 
retiring this year, so X think she's already 
checked out. 
















X Soft hex+ +o +he ohly o+her kid who plays +he 
French horn, E-van Pieman, who looked like 
he knew w ha+ he was doing. VJi+h -fhe way he 
moved his fingers around, i+ seemed 4 loi more 
tomplica+ed *thah X was expecting. But X figured 
X might as well give it a shot. 


X filled my cheeks with a.r just like £van did^ and 
X blew info the mouthpiece as hard as X could* 

But the air didht come out where X expected. 



As soon as it happened, everyone ih the band 
Just FROZE. Jake McGough started drying +0 
sniff out who d«d *t, because he s got a weird 
taleht for that Sort of tWhg- 








1/ +here s oY\t +h<hg you should khow about 
r\tf its tl^at X have NEVER -nke* blame ■for a 

f«rt. Vi eveh throw my owh mother uhder the 
bus, ahd trust mej X have. 



"The kids ih the bahd were starti’h^ to look ry 
w ay* X was really sweating it, because rf X was 
gonna get invited +0 Mariana Mehdoz-a s Halloween 
party, my reputation couldh t take a hiit like this. 






















Jake MtGou^H was ^ei+ihg closer ah d closer, 
ahd X khew X was ohly seeohds away from 
<je-Hi’h<j itieh+ifiej. 


So X did wha+ X MAD +o do, ahd pihhed rt oh 



X d.dh-t feel too ut, because Graydeh has a 
repu+a+ioh for le+'hVkj i+ r^ !h class. So +h& way 
X see rf, +K»s was ^uhi'sKmehi for all +he +imes he 
^o+ away wi+h ohe. 
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X wish X could <y> back lh tine ahd pick a hew 
ihs+roneh+j because +KtS FrehcK horh is ho joke. 


Xhe juy a+ +he music store hever mehtiohed that it s 
a LE.FT-hahded ihstrumeht, ahd Im aRlGWTY* 


X thought it would be easy with the whole three- 
buttoh thing, but my le-ft hand ish t S+foh^ ehou^h 
+o work it* Plus, the mou thp iece is TINY, «h<| 

X cant ^et ahy air through it. So Far X havent 
beeh able to s^ueeie out ANYTHING that sounds 
like a musical note. 



Unfortunately, that doesnt help me wi +K DAD. 

He wants +o hear me practicing each night, like X 
promised him- _ 















































Luckily, I found Some Video clips of a high School 

girl practicing HER French horn. So those Videos 
are doing the trick, at least for now. 



"This whole musical instrument thing m. 3^ + big 

waste of time, anyway. Mariana didnt invite the 
entire band to her party tomorrow night, just the 

WOODWIND section. 


"That means if you play a brass instrument like me, 
you re out of luck. But then X realized X Ve got 
an IN, Rowley s part of the woodwind section, 
and if WE S going, then X can just tag along. 


X cant just show up with him, though, or X 
could get turned away at the door. 





































So I ( inured ou+ a way +o make Sure +ha+ doe$h + 
happeh. X realised +h<*+ if X make mysel/ part of 
Rowleys COSTUME, +heh wherever he goes, X 
op> +oo. Tha+s how X came up wi+h +he idea of us 
<joihg as a +wo-headed mohs+er. 



Oh +he walk home /rom school, X +old Rowley 



Bu+ Rowley said he wah+ed +o op +o +he party as 
a hice witch, ahd his mom was already workth^ 
oh his cos+ume. 


See, this is EXACTLY why Rowley heeds me +o 
wi+h hir^. 



































X told Rowley if he went to a ^>arty like this 
dressed u^> as a witch, he'd never live it down at 
School. X think that made him kind of herVooS,, So 
he said he changed his mind and wahted to do the 

cone op wi 



two-headed-nohster thing X had 


So tonight we got to work making the cos tune out 
ol some sheets X -found in the linen closet. VJhen 
Mon got hone from school, X realize d X should ve 
asked permission kef ore cutting then up. But she 
was really happy me ahd Rowley were MAKING 
Something instead of playing video games like we 
usually do* 



X told her we were making a two-headed-monster 
costume, and she thought that was a GREAT 
idea for trick-or-'treating. _ 





















X told horn the costume was actually for Ha ha ha 
Mehdoz-a s Halloween parly, and as soon as X saici 
iit, X wished X could take it tack. Like X said 
before, last years party was a total t low out, ahd 
EVERYONE in our towh heard at out it. 


But Mom was actually good with the idea. She said 
a party was a chance for us to branch out and 
grow our friend circle. She said shed even te 
happy to give us a RIDE. 


X m just relieved she didn’t suggest adding 
another head to the costume, because believe me, 
thats EXACTLY the kind of thing she would 







Halloweeh_ 

Xt took a long tine to ^et to Mariana s House 
tohnjHt because tHe street was ’full of Irttle kids 
trick-or-treating. 


X was kind of GLAD we were a little late, because 
if we sHowed u^> ri<jHt oh tine, wed look like we 
were too ea^er. VJHen we finally 301 + 0 Maria ha s, 
X told Mo n thanks for +W ride ahd hot to cone 
back for us until tHe party ended at 1V00. 


But Mon turned off tHe ighitioh, <^ot out of tHe 
nihivah, and gulled Sone ba^s from tHe back- 




















VJHeh X asked Kef wha-|- she was doihcj, she Said 
she was conih^ ih +o introduce herself to Mr. ahd 
Mrs. Mendoza. 


X BEGGED Mon hot +o, but wheh she decides to 
do sonethih^, there's really ho stopping her. 



She rang the doorbell, but hobody ahswered. VJe 
could hear loud noSic tonihg /ron the baseneht, so 
Mon opehed the door ahd we all stepped inside. 


Mr, ahd Mrs. Mendoza were oh the couch watching 
a horror novie, ahd they didnt seen too thterested 
ih getting up ahd chatting with Mon. 












Mom asked if she could go dowhStairs ahd check out 
the party, and they seemed totally fihe With it. 



Mow X was REALLY hervous. Mom opehed the 
door to the kasemeht ahd headed oh dowh, ahd 
all me ahd Rowley could really do was follow. Xhere 
were a lot of kids there already, ahd they looked 
like they were havihg a blast-____ 



































3ut wheh eVeryohe Saw Mom, they Stopped what 
they were doing. 


Mom yoiled <4 tuhch of homemade Halloween games 
out of her bag, and X got a sick feeling in my 
stomach* X should ve known what Mom was op to 
when X Saw her reading the October edition o-f 
Family Frolic magazine last night. 



When Mom pulled out her party games, X -figured 
everyone would just ignore her and go back to 
haVihg fun. But then Some thingCRAZY happened. 











A buhch of the girls started HELPING Mom 
set up her stuff. 



from that po*nt on Mom was runhihg the show. 
She invited everyone at the party to play these 

comy Halloween <^ame$. X thought X ™i 3 k+ 

actually die of embarrassment; but everybody ^ot 
into it and seemed to be having a threat time. 

























X +hihk +Ke persoh who was KaVih^ +he MOST 
luh was Cowley. His lavon+e ga™e was +he ohc 
where you ea+ a dou^hhu+ oh a s-trih^,, ahd he se-f 
+he record wi+h Tive ih +hir"ly seconds. 



Ohce X realized everyohe was havihcj a ^ood time, 
X relayed a IrHle. X eveh flayed a lew ^anes 
MYSELF. Me ahd Rowley took firs+ prize ih 
Pih +K e Boo oh +He GKoS+j ahd X go++a adrnii 

we nade a pre-Hy cjood "team. 























In fact, we woh a LOT of Hon s games, The only 
one we stunk at Wt iS the Hi hi Pun pk»n loss, but I 
guess you cant be good at EVERYTHING. 



were over, somebody burned the 
music louder, and the party cranked up a notch. 
It was a little hard to pull out my best moves 
while I was attached to Rowley, but I Still had 
Some pretty good stuff. 






















X goiia Say, i+ was AWESOME* The ohly kids 
who WEREN'T havihg /oh were ihe hahd/ul 0/ 

guys who were ihere. B>u-t X washi gohha lei a 
/ew Sour grapes spoil my good iime. 



Righi wKeh ihe party was atoui io hii ihe 
hexi level, Rowley iold me he heeded io use ihe 
haihroom. Bui wheh we made ihe cosiume we didh i 
PLAN /or ihai sori 0/ ihihg. 


There wash'i a tipper or avyihihg like ihai, so 
ihe ohly way io gei oui 0/ ihe cosiume was io 
cui ii 0/ /* Meiiher ohe 0/ uS was wearihg pahis 
uhderheaih, So THAT wash i happehihg* 









X was pretty annoyed > because earlier in tke 
evening X kad TOLD Rowley to slow down on tke 
fruit punck, and of course ke kadnt listened. 


X decided ke was just gonna kaVe to wait until 
we got kome to deal witk it, So X tried to go 
tack to kaving fun, but Rowley made it kind of 
impossible for me to enjoy myself. 



X tkink Mom figured out wkat was going on from 
look on Rowley s face, and ske said it was time 
uS to wrap tki 


hgs up and kead kome. 



Mow X was REALLY mad, TRe party was in full 
SWf'ng and we kad to leave tecauSe Rowley heeded a 
potty br eak. ___ 








Bui" Mon Said rf S better to leave a party wheh its 
cjoih^ strohg thah wheft its /iz-zJihg out, She said 
ii nakes you look COOL, because everybody will 
thihk you have better things to do. 

X doht khow what s better thah hahgihg out 
with Mariaha Mendoza, but Mon was practically 
pushing ne up the sta.rs. 


Vlhen we drove 
Mon was as ha 


awa 

??/ 


Jj X was pretty 
as X ve ever seeh her. 


serable. But 
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All +K.s week, Mariana and ker -friehtls kave 
tech saying kow great tke ^>arty was ahd kow 
muck -fun my mom was. X doh t know kow to £eel 
about tkat, exactly but X guess X ll take it as 
a compliment* 


X ve k*nd o{ lost ihterest ih being in tke band, 
tkougk, and its hot JUST because tke partys ih 
tke rearview mirror. Once we got back to sckool on 
>y, tke gu' 

giVthg me a kafd tfme. 


Mohday, tke quys in tke woodwihd section started 



And its hot just tke BIG guys, eitker. tveh 
Jake McGougk s gotten ih oh +He «c+._ 











VJheh X told Mom ahd Pad X was thihkihg 
o-f ^uittihg the fcrthd, Pad said +K<a+ wash t ah 
optiotx He said my ihs+tumeh+ cosi a lot o*f mohey, 
and that X had to hohor my commitmeht. 


He said X taht just <^uit something because its 
WARD, ahd rf there s ahythihg he s gohha teach 

me, its PERSEVERANCE. 



X could tell Pad wash t gohha let it go, So X 
promised him X d keep tryihg. He seemed pretty 
happy with that, and X thought X was o-f-f 
the hook. 






Tneh he told ne he $ ^ohha cone -fro the Fall 
Concert to cheer ne on. I told Pad the concert 

da 

cone. But Pad said its important to hin, so he s 
cjonna take off work. 


. so he wont be ABLE to 


is duhna the school 


Flow the pressures REALLYon. Xve been trying 
to learn to play this thing ever since, but trust 
ne, its not easy. 



X asked Fowley to cone over ahd hel^> ne 
tonight, because X figured he's been in the band 
for a while and knows a th*ng or two about 
instruments. But every tine the two of uS are in a 
roon together, we end up ^ettin^ distracted. 




















































Pad was pretty mad, because He Said all me ahd 
Rowley do wKeh weVe togetHer is screw around. 

So He seht Rowley Home ahd told me to get tack 
to work. But eveh tHat girl ih tHe videos gave 
tryihg +o learh tHe FrehcH Horh, so X guess X m 
REALLY oh my own. 



Vledhesday_ 

Today was tHe day of tHe big Fall Cohcert, X hever 
tecHhically learhed How to play my ihstrumeht, 
but X did figure out How to get BY. 


X sH rigHt hext to tvah Prttmah ih bahd 
practice, ahd He tah play Hs$ FrehcH Horh just 
f ihe. X realised if X just piggybacked oh Him 
ahd PRETENDED X was playing, He could do 
tHe work for BOTH of us. 






























Ve beeh doihg for 
weeks, Ahd if Mrs, Gr<*zi&Y\o didht hotice from 
teh feet fikw<*y ; X k hew DAD wouldht hotice from 
across tke room. 


So tkats w kat X 


tke ^>ast two 



But teh mihotes before showtime , £Lvah was 
howkere to be fouhd. X asked kis best friehd, 
Marcus Perez-, wkere £.Vah was, ahd Marcus Said 
£vah was cjettihcj k'S braces off today ahd was 
<joih<j to miss tke cohcert. 


X couldh t BELIEVE E-Vah would kah<j me out 
to dry like tkat. X tkou^kt tke brass sectioh is 
Supposed to kave eack otkers BACKS. 


VJkeh it came time for tke bahd to do warm-ups, 

X started to SWEAT. 







X was ^>rayih<j Pad forgot about the Fall Concert, 
but then there he was at the stacje door. 



A/ter the audience took their seats, it was tine 
to 30 on sta^e. Mrs. Graziano led us out in single 
File^ with the brass section ^oihq hext to last. 


But the woodwinds were ri^ht behind uS, and that 

ed oh the back o/ my 
shoe and ^ave me a /lat tire. 
























X had to put my horn dowh to fix my shoe, and 
when X did/ the last kid in the woodwind section 

the stage door and let it 

behind him. 





X tried to open the door, tot it was LOCKED, 
So X pounded oh the window. But everyone was 
tuning their instruments and couldnt hear me. 

























"TKe cohcert was abaoi +o Stari, ahd all 1 could 
+h<hk about was Pad lookihg at my em^+y chair* 

So I k hocked HARDER. 


Luckily Rowley saw me at the wthdow, got 
/rom his chair, ahd opehed the door. But theh 
he stewed INSIDE the room and let the door 
shut BEHIND Kim. 



Mow we were BOTH stuck. I khocked oh the 
wihdow agaih, but right at that momeht Mrs. 
Gr<xzt<xY\o struck uj> the bahd ahd everyohe started 
playihg. Mow it was HOPELESS, because there 
was ho way ahyohe was gohha hear me with 
George Pevehey ^ouhdihg away oh his kettledrums. 








VJheh the darihet sectioh piped ih, Rowley weht 
■hto a PANIC He started playihg alohcj with the 
rest of the bahd> which was DEFINITELY hot 



Xt was pretty dear it was gohha t>e up to me 
to <^et us out of there. X tr f ’ed to pry the door 
opeh ty pu+tih^ my foot oh the wall ahd pvllihg 
oh the hahdle with all my strehcjth, But X ^uess 
my pahts couldht take the stress. 























X looked in the mirror oh the back wall to check 
the damage, and there was a {iVe-inch tear dowh 
the middle of my pants. Xhat was really bad hewSj 
because you could see my underwear. 



X realised that even if we managed to get the 
door back open, X couldnt go out there with th<s 
giaht WOLE ih my pants. So 1 looked around 
the room to see if there was anything X could 
use to cover up. X -found a black binder oh Mrs. 
Gra ziahos desk, and X slipped it down the back 
of my pants. 





















Tne binder covered up the hole pretty well; and 
from a distance no ohe would be able to notice. But 
it was So STIFF; X couldn t actually sit DOWN. 
So X had to take it out and cone up with a 
different idea. 


Xhen X thought of a solution. X grabbed a black 
marker off Hrs. Graiianos desk and told Kowley 
to color in the part of my underwear that was 
showing. Xhat w^j no one would even know my 
pants ripped* 

Unfortunately, thats ritjht whenDAD came 
through the door. X dont khow what it looked like 
to HIM, but X have a Feeling it dldnt lookGOOD, 













Xhorsd^ 


¥ 


Ho ™atter how mahy times I explained to Pad 
what had happened at the Fall Concert, he didnt 
want +o hear it. H e said me and Rowley were 
goof ing off when we should ve been performing 
with the bahd, and that's all he needed to khow* 




My punishment is two weeks with no television or 
video games, and X m not allowed to have -friends 
over after school, The only thing X really CAN 
do is practice my French horn, which X guess is 
the point* 

But practicing that thing stresses me out, and 
stress makes me HUNGRY* X usually have a 
whole pillowcase full of candy at this time of 
year, but s*nce X skipped trick-or-treating to 
go to that party, X missed out on the best 
part of Halloween,_ 



I k* e w -there had "to be leftover cahdy Sonewhere 
fh "the house, tec a use oh t|* llowe eh hi^rvL Pad 
-told Mon -the ^eese chased *11 -the -trick-or- 



So af-ter School "today X looked ih all +he places 
X +hoogh+ Mon mKjh+ve slashed +he cahdy, but 
X cane up enp-ty* Mow X was REALLY travihg 
Sone+hih^ swee+, bu+ -the ohly -thih^ ih +he 
pah+ry was a ba^ of chocola+e chips Mon +otd us 
were off-lirwtS. 











X thihk she s plahhihg oh makihg chocolate-chi^ 
cook«es -for the church Bake Fair* But X /inured 
she d heYer notice if just ONE chr^> went missing. 


So X got 5 one scissors and cut 4 t<hy chocolate- 
chip-siie hole in the bottom of the bag* VJell, one 
chocolate chip turned into two, and two turned 
into FOUR* ~Then X kihd of just lost my mihd* 



Vlheh X was done, X mustve eaten at least a 
quarter of the bag. X thought there was still a 
thahte Mom wouldnt notice, but the hole in the 
bag had gotten a lot BIGGER, ahd X heeded to 
do Something about that* 


So X went through the juhk drawer to look -for 
4 stapler. _ 



















shut ahd recovered as mahy 
chi ps as X could o-f-f the -floor. But X kind O'f 
cooldh t help mysel-f, and a lot o-f the*^ never ma 
i+ tack into the bacj. 


X stapled the ba<j 


3 ut be-fore X cou Id USE It, ’the bottom o/ the 
baq totally aave out. 




* ClACKITY 




How there was ho WAV Mon wash t cjohha notice. 
X was already ih ehov<jh trouble, and X really 
didht heed to add to ny problems. So X called 
Rowley -for help- ___ 



























































X told Kin ry Situatioh, ahd kow X heeded ki™ to 
trih^ me as mahy ckocolate ck<p$ as ke could. 


Rowley skowed up at ry -froht door -five mihutes 
later, ahd ke was all out of kreatk. We said ke 
would ve ^otteh to ry Kouse SOONER, tut tke 
<^eese were out oh our street ahd ke k<*d to cut 
tKrou^K ry hei^Ktor s backyard to steer clear 
of tkem* 




1 asked Rowley for tke cKocolate chipsj ahd ke 
opehed KiS kahds. But tKey were useless because 

tKey were completely MELTED. 












X told Rowley he was gonna have to go tack and 
get MORE, tot he said -that was all they had. 
He said mayte he could call up Scotty Pouglas 
down the street to see i f we M any chocolate 
chips > and that sounded like a pretty good plan 


+o me. 


E>ut when Rowley picked up the phone, X noticed he 
was leaving e hocolaiy fingerprihtsEVERYWl-IERE, 



X knew if Pad f ouhd ONE of Rowley s 
f ingerpnnts in the kitchen, X was dead* So we 
got some paper towels and started wiping down 
the w hole kitchen. 














Vlheh we rah ooi of payer iowels, I weh+ ihio 
the Uuhdry room +o 

d.d, X nci tie a HUGE discover 


^e+ some more. But wheh X 


X -fouhd Moms eh+ire s+ash of lef+oVer Halloweeh 
tahdy iucked kehthd ihe rolls of payer iowels. 



There were -five uhoyehed ta^s ih +here, ahd i+ 
was ALL sWT X like. 


























I figured Id give Rowley a few packe+S of 


gunny wornS for helping ne ou+ with -the cleahup, 
Bu+ I could^+ resist +akihg +he oppor-h;hi4y +o 
play a li-Hle prank on hin firsi. 



c^cHE Afiy 


I -thought Rowley would laugh, kerf he was 

TERRIFIED, £,ven AFTER I showed h>n +he 

worn was jus+ a piece of caridy^ he siill couldn't 
ge+ over i-h 























Ihat S wkeh a lighttolt weht oh over my head* 
People LOVE +o he scdred, ahd if youVe good 
at it, you can make a FORTUNE. It taht te 
that hard, either. LM. Spooky is filthy nek, dhd 
that guy doesnt eveh EXIST. 


I heard a tout these college kids who made a horror 
movie, dhd they only spent d couple hundred tucks 

Sold ike moVie to d tig 

studio, dhd how those guys areMILLlON AIRES 


filmihg it* Tkeh they 



If those guys could do it, So could I- Ahd I 
didhi heed hundreds of dollars, either. All I 
heeded was a couple of tags of gummy worms dhd 
Mom ahd Pdd S old camcorder. 







r i J i4. rt I j4.\/ Cpp -fkff rn^.P »h ivi\/ ntK J 



A*d wKeh r*y movie wihs Best Pic+ure, X II be 

sure +o all +Ke IrHle people wKo helped me 

way. 










































Xhe persoh w Ko 11 deserve the BIGGEST thahks 
is MOM, She s the ohe who s always sayihg X 
should use my imagihatioh and do Somethihg 
creative, so wheh X m a famous director X II bet 
shell be proud. 


Be/ore all THAT could happeh, though, we heeded 
to get started makihg th'S mov.e, X told Rowley 
my idea to make a -film where mah-eatihg worms 
terrorise a towh, but that seemed to ma ke h im 
hervous. He said may fee we could switch out the 
worms /or somethihg less SCARY, like butter/lies. 



But X told him hotody was gohha pay good mohey 
to see a movie like THAT. X satd we could have 
Some /uhhy parts So it wash t JUST scary, ahd 
he seemed to warm up to the idea. 




Rowley wahted to get started Almihg rigHt tHeh 
ahd tH ere, but X told Him we wereht doihg 
ahytHihg wit H out a SCRIPT. So we weht upstairs, 
turhed oh my computer, ahd got +0 work. 


NIGHT OF THE 
NIGHT CRAWLERS 


Written by 
Greg Heffley 


Based on a concept by 

Greg Heffley 


Rowley s<*id ME wahted +0 write; +00, tot X 
really didht waht to sHare credit oh tRs tH'hg 
Sihce it was MY idea. So X told H in He could do 
tHe storyboards, wH*cH are little drawings tHat 
sHow How eacH camera sHot is supposed to look. 


X figured a good way to start tHe movie would be 
to sHow a married couple Havihg ah ordihary day 
BEFORE tHe worms started attack ihg. 



EVENING, A man comes home from work 


in a good mood, whistling a cheery 
tune. He opens the side door and 
steps inside the kitchen. 



But X ran into a ^roblen right away. X was 
planning on directing, and Rowley was our only 
actor. Xhat recant we couldn t really show two 
characters oh the screen at the sane tine. 


Xhe other ^>roble™ was that X didnt waht it to 
be too obvious that Rowley was ^laying all the 
^arts, or people might think ogr film was low- 
budget* So X had to get a little creative. 


































HUSBAND 


Hi, dear, I am home 
from work. 


WIFE 

Hello, honey, I hope you don't 
mind if I don't turn around but 
I am really concentrating on 
doing these dishes. 



HUSBAND 

That's OK. I am gonna 
go upstairs and take 
a shower, 

WIFE 

Good, I can smell 


yon from here! (laughs) 




































I /elt like there was already a little too much 
-talking, so *t was fine to get to the action, 

UPSTAIRS BATHROOM, The man steps 
inside the shower and turns the 
water on, 

HUSBAND 

Oh, man! This shower 
is gonna feel GREAT! And 
my wife is right about 
me stinking. 


But then WORMS shoot out of the 
showerhead! 






























HUSBAND 


What the heck? This isn't 
water! It's WORMS! 


II. 

a 1 ^ ^ 1 
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But these are no ordinary worms. 

They are man-eating NIGHT CRAWLERS! 

HUSBAND 

Oh, great! These things 
are actually EATING me! 

Worms come out of the man's eyes and 



nose. 













VJheh Rowley Rhished that last drawing, he was 
white as a ghost. But X reminded him the worms 
were Just candy } and that calmed hi™ down. 



BACK TO THE KITCHEN. The man runs 
into the room with a towel around 
his waist. 

HUSBAND 

Honey! Don't use the 
water! It's — 


But it's TOO LATE. The woman is a 
skeleton, 

































V 4 ow X REALLY Started to lose Rowley. X V^acl 
+o replied Kim this was all make-believe, and we 
had a plastic skeleton that we were ejonna ose for 
this scene. But he was practically hyperventilating. 



X realized maybe this was a good plate to add 
Some comedy/ So X pvt in a line of dialogue, and 
that brought Rowley right back. 


HUSBAND 

Well, I guess this 
means I'm single! (winks) 



































A'fder +Ha+ was +akeh care i+ was tack to dhe 
a chon* And next scene was a BIG one* 


The man looks outside. The house is 
totally surrounded by night crawlers. 



HUSBAND 

Oh no! I'm surrounded! 
I'd better call the COPS! 


The man puts the phone to his ear 
and dials 911- 

















































HUSBAND 


Hello, is this the police? 
I am calling to report.., 
Wait, WHAT THE — ? 


A worm crawls from the phone into 
the man's ear and out the other one. 


HUSBAND 

AIIEEEEEEE!(dies) 



A-f+er X fihisKed writih^ tK*t scehe, X realized 
tKiS was tak*hg too nutK tine. Plus, tKere were 
sone scenes X Kadh t figured out Kow to sKoot 
yet, like tKe battle between tKe mayor ahd tKe 
500 'foot Kihcj ^Ji^Kt Crawler at tKe ehd of 
tKe movie. 














Sihee we wereht gohhrt get this whole thihg 
dohe ih ohe day, X decided we might as well get 
started ahd shoot the scehes we Just wrote. 

X fouhd my parehts camcorder ih Hons closet, 
and luckily there was a ’film cartridge ih the 
camera tag* Vie also torrowed some clothes from 
Pad s closet for Rowley's first costume, ahd eveh 
though the pahts were a little lohg, they more or 
ess fit. 


Vie shot the opening see he, which took a tout 
three times lohger thah it should Ve tecause Rowley 
had trouble rememterihg his lihes. 

d , DEAR, I AM ROME FOK\ 
iREAKFAST. I MEAN TO 1 
FAKE A SWOWER. WAVE 
'OU SEE ANY WORMS? J 






After that, it was time to film Rowley as the 
s wife. 
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Rowley wasnt comfortable wearing one of Moms 
presses, so we settled on some yoga pants. Vie 
d*dn t have a wig, so Rowley wore a hoodie to 
cover hi's head. 


Xt wasn’t exactly like I had imagined it, but 
Sometimes you have to just keep things moving, 



After we wrapped things up in the kitchen, 
we went upstairs to -film the bathroom scenes. 
Rowley didnt want to get his hair wet, so he 
wore a shower cap we Zouhd underneath Moms 
sink* X found Pad s bathing suit in one of Rs 
dresser drawers, and Rowley put that oh and 
got in the shower. _ 

































Xt turns out the shower scene was A LOT 
harder to film than I expected* I had to shoot 
Rowley Iron the waist up so you couldht see that 
he was wearing a bathing suit. Flos, X hadn t 
really thought through how to make it look like 
worms were coming oof of the shower head> and 
nothing X did looked right. 


E-ventually X settled oh just th^owihg worms at 
Rowley s face, Hopefoily it II look realistic when it s 
all edited together. 










































































X couldht lihd where Mom kept her lood colorihg, 
so we h*d +o settle lor some ketchup lor the 
blood. Xt was a little too thick j but i'+ washt the 
worst thing ih the worlds either. 



Alter we wrapped th*hg$ up ih the bathroom, it 
was time to go back dowh to the kitchen. Vie shot 
the skeletoh see he pretty quickly, and the hoodie 
Added Something ext ra to it. 















































At ’this ^o<ht it was getting a little late, and X 
was worried we wereht gonna finish shooting our 
scenes before my parents got home. So we hurried 
outside and got to work s^readiri^g the gummy 
worms around the yard. 




But X wash t satisfied with how this Scehe was 
coming out. 
make it look scary. 


Xhere just wereh t enough worms to 






























X decided we were ^ohha have to d»^ into the 
other ta^ of gummy worms to make the scene 
work. But when X opened the door to ike 
laundry roon, X got a nasty surprise. 



X was +ryihej to -figure out what to do with 
the pig when X heard Rowley Screaming in the 
kitchen. So X ran out to see what was wrong. 










































A tuhcK 0/ <j eeSe were 3 0,h 3 TOWN oh our 

^umry worms, so I o^ehed the door +0 +ry +0 
scare 'them o-fT. wouldh + tud<je. 



Ghee +Ke ^eese ThisHed o*/T the ^omry worms, 
■they wah+ed MORE. X closed +he door, ahd me 
ahd Cowley K»d uhder i^e ki+cKeh +atle +0 +r^ +0 
/i<jure ou+ our hex+ move* 
































I told Rowley the ohly th ihg geese are Sc* red 

of are other ANIMALS, But tefore X could sa 
another word, Rowley was at the window with 
Manny s See-an d-Tcik. 


/ 



Mow the geese were yeckihg at the windows, and 

X was Scared that if we didh t do Something,_ 

they might actually treat IN. X^ats when X 
re-entered that the last tine Rodrick weht trick- 
or-treating, he wore this awful wolf —ask, which 
was still dowh ih the tase—eht. 
























X -figured if ANYTHING was gonna scare these 
geese off, it was THAT. 


He arid Rowley rah down to the furnace room to 
find the mask*. The old Halloween costunes were 
ih a box on the fourth shelf, so it was a two-nan 
iob to 


get it d 


own. 


1 got uy on Rowley s shoulders and reache J for 
the box, but when X DID X knocked a show 
globe off the shelf. A^d whenTHAT happened, 
the WITCH went off* 




































































X grabbed oh +o the shelf, ahd the whole S+ofouj 
uhit came crashing dowh. 


e 



Vlheh the dust settled j we were both lucky to 
be ALIVE. Ohce Rowley ^ot -free, be shot out 
of the basemeht so -fast; X tbihk be mi^htve 
actually +akeh the stairs FOUR at a time. 


Ahd ohce be <^ot out of the house, Rowley didht 
STOP. He climbed halfway u^> the big tree oh the 
Side of the bouse, and thats where X fouhd bin, 
babblihg hohsehse. 


X tried to talk hi m ihto comihg dowh, but be 

got a tehhis racket ahd 
Some balls ahd tried to KNOCK b in dowh, but 
that ohly made bin climb HIGHER. 


wouldht budge. So X 





Uhfor+uha+ely for me, ik*+S +ke momehf Pad 
came kome. 



VJecJhes4<* 




Pis beeh a prei-fy crazy couple of weeks Sihce me 
ahd Kowley made our movie, Xve beeh +00 bu$y +0 
kee^> u^> wrtk my journal, because Pad k*s kad me 
wofkih^ ih +ke -fufhace room every rugk+ Sor+<h<j 
+krougk +ke s+u^f-f +k*+ ■fell off +ke skelves. 









































X tried explaining to Pad that we were just 
making a movie ahd things got out of hand, tut it 
was like talking d wall. X thought Mom would 
be a little more understanding, but it turns out 
e ih the camcorder was of Mann 
his first steps, ahd we recorded right over it. 





So X J m stuck cleaning up this mess in the furhace 
room, ahd meanwhile^ Rowley is drinking ih 
his hewfouhd fame. A hews crew came out ahd 
recorded the moment wheh the fire departmeht 
got him dowh out of the tree, ahd the footage of 
the "dramatic rescue'' spread like crazy. 


Rowley hash t eVeh beeh back to School, because 
every morhihg talk show wants a piece of h»n>. 













vJhaXs rea lly annoying Is that in all these 
interviews,, Rowley hash t mentioned my name 
ONCE; even though X m the one who MADE hiin 
famous. But these days he pretty much acts like 
the world revolves around him. 


X gueSS thats what -fame does to a person. All 
X can say i$; you'd never see ME making a 'fool 
out of myself just to get a cheap laugh from the 
people watching at home. 
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The pressure's really piling up 
on Greg Neff ley. Mis mom thinks 
video games are turning his 
brain to mush, so she wants her 
son to put down the controller 
and explore his "creative side.” 

As if that's not scary enough, 
Halloween is just around the 
corner and the frights are coming 
at Greg from every angle. 

When he discovers a bag of gummy worms, it sparks an idea. 
Can Greg get his mom off his back by making a movie . .. and will 
he become rich and famous in the process? Or will doubling down 
on this plan just double Greg's troubles? 

EVERYBODY LOVES THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES! 
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tn the publishing world, 
Kinney is a rock star.” 

-NPR 


Two-time CBC 
Children * Choice 
Author of the Year 



Six-time Nickelodeon 
I l 4 Kids' Choice Award 

i‘ 'tTTda 


winner for 
Favorite Book 



"One of the most successful 
children's series ever published.' 

-Woshingion Post 
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